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DRIVE DE CARTIER 


LARGE DATE, RETROGRADE SECOND TIME ZONE AND DAY/NIGHT INDICATOR 1904 MC 


THE DRIVE DE CARTIER COLLECTION IS ELEGANCE REDEFINED. THE SLEEK LINES OF THIS CUSHION-SHAPED 

WATCH CREATE A TRULY STYLISH PIECE, BROUGHT TO LIFE BY THE MAISON MANUFACTURE MOVEMENT 1904 MC. 

ITS THREE COMPLICATIONS ARE COORDINATED DIRECTLY BY THE CROWN. ESTABLISHED IN 1847, CARTIER 
CREATES EXCEPTIONAL WATCHES THAT COMBINE DARING DESIGN AND WATCHMAKING SAVOIR-FAIRE. 
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Shop the new collection www.cartier.com - 1-800-cartier 
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P.4000/10 


THE LUMINOR DUE 3 DAYS AUTOMATIC ORO ROSSO, ONLY 3.95 MM THICK, FEATURES 

THE REFINED MECHANICAL ELEGANCE OF THE P.4000/10 AUTOMATIC CALIBER, WITH 

OFF-CENTER MICRO-ROTOR IN 22-CARAT GOLD AND 72-HOUR POWER RESERVE. 
SIMPLICITY IN TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE. 
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BR-X1 SKELETON CHRONOGRAPH HYPERSTELLAR 


The BR-X1 HYPERSTELLAR is the perfect synthesis of Bell & Ross’s expertise in the world of aviation watches and master watchmaking: an instrument 
with an innovative design, conceived for an adventure in space and produced in a limited edition of only 250 pieces. Lightweight and resistant, 
the grade 5 titanium case of the BR-X1 is protected by a titanium and high-tech rubber “belt”, that serves as a defensive shield. Ergonomic and 
innovative, the push buttons allow the chronograph functions to be used easily and efficiently. Sophisticated and reliable, the skeleton chronograph 
movement of the BR-X1 is truly exceptional and combines haute horlogerie finishes with extreme lightness. 


Bell & Ross Inc. +1.888.307.7887 - e-Boutique: www.bellross.com 
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Top: Collector and 
watch expert Jeff 
Kingston led a tour of 
exhibitors’ booths. 


Above: WTNY kicked 
off with a cocktail 
reception the evening 
of Oct. 14. 


Left: The WatchTime 


team 


Left, below: 
WatchTime Event 
Manager Minda 
Larsen and Publisher 
Sara Orlando 


or as long as I can remem- | 

ber, I have been on a team | 

of some sort. Whether it | 

was my high school field hockey | 
team or a debate team in class, I 
have always felt very comfortable | 
working with individuals who | 
share a common goal. Things : 
have not changed all that much as | 
I found myself at home on the | 
WatchTime team. Our roster 
is pretty small compared to a lot | 
of magazines and websites, but | 
our hearts are big and so is our | 
' Thompson as well as watch 
Our team put together a not- | 
so-little event at the end of 2016 | 
that some of you might have | 
attended. Our WatchTime New | 
York event made its return to | 
Gotham Hall in Manhattan, Oct. 
14-15, where we welcomed more : 
than 700 guests, 23 luxury watch | 
brands, an Italian leather strap | 
manufacturer, a luxury watch | 
winder brand, Phillips auction 
house and Swiss International | 
Airlines. The event brought out | 
many of WatchTime’s readers | 
: its success can be attributed to her 
brands and try on pieces that they 
might not have seen in person | 
before. Our event is special as it 
brings together the brands and the | 
collectors and allows for conver- 
sations that might not occur ina | 
boutique since many of the brands | 
have their founders, presidents or : 
CEOs working the booths. I love | 
seeing the top brass working the | 
booths as it shows their dedica- _ 
tion to both the brand and their | 


motivation. 


who were eager to meet with the 


customers. 


In order to pull off an event of 
this magnitude, we had to have 
our staff take on positions that 
they normally don’t play. To fur- 
ther my sports analogy, we had 
our digital editor Mark Bernardo 
quarterbacking the gift bag 
assembly line alongside our office 
manager Steve Brown, who also 
served as our special teams coor- 
dinator as he oversaw much of the 
production logistics, deliveries 
and basic troubleshooting. Edi- 
tors like Roger Ruegger and Joe 


expert Jeff Kingston switched 
gears and joined us Saturday as 
guest speakers and panelists while 
Norma Buchanan and Dara Hin- 
shaw put down their pencils and 
took to their keyboards writing 
event articles and coverage for the 
website. 

The MVP of WatchTime New 
York was our event manager, 
Minda Larsen, who served as the 
coach. In my sports world, the 
coach can also be MVP. She over- 
saw the entire event and much of 


determination and dedication to 
making our event the premier 
watch event in New York. 

The game day of WatchTime 
New York was the definition of 
teamwork and I am proud to play 
with all of my teammates. 


My very best, 


Sara Orlando 
Publisher 


THE ETERNAL MOVEMENT 


Ulysse Nardin, from the movement of the sea to the perpetual 

innovation of Haute Horlogerie. For over 170 years, the powerful 

movement of the ocean has inspired Ulysse Nardin in its singular 

quest: to push back the limits of mechanical watchmaking, time 
and time again 


ULYSSE | NARDIN 


SINCE 1846 LE LOCLE - SUISSE 


Freak Blue Cruiser 
Flying carrousel-tourbilion 
7-day power reserve 
Silicium technology 


ulysse-nardin.com 


EDITOR’S 
Letter 


quarter of the past year, Swiss watch industry : 

exports saw what the Federation of the Swiss 
Watch Industry (FH) called “their steepest fall of | 
the year in October.” At the same time (and | 
shortly after having reported “modestly positive” : 
growth for the same month), Richemont : 
announced an overall management restructuring | 
and also another round of headcount reductions, : 
mainly at two of its watch brands in Switzerland. | 
(Richemont only generates about 40 percent of : 
sales in the watch category and is regarded by : 
some investment firms to be less exposed to the | 


still-weakest performing [hard] luxury category.) 


consumers in general still don’t seem to buy new 


why F.P. Journe launched what it calls the Patri- 


influence a market usually not open to the brands, 


source on the second-hand market there is. 


Another expert for watchmaking rarities is 
undoubtedly Roger Dubuis (which is now also : 


reflected in the company’s new claim, “dare to be 
rare”). The Geneva-based brand not only offers a 
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‘éh Extremes 


[= of the expected recovery in the last : 


be made, and we were lucky to be able to exclu- 
sively preview a prototype of what we believe is 
the visually most striking, or extreme, interpreta- 
tion of the Excalibur so far. 

Jens Koch was equally quick with thoroughly 
testing “today’s most sought-after watch,” the 
new Rolex Daytona with ceramic bezel — a watch 
that most definitely is produced in much higher 
quantities than the Excalibur, but nevertheless is 
extremely difficult to get. He also tested the newly 
launched Breitling Avenger Hurricane for this 
issue, which is light in weight yet extremely robust 
thanks to a newly developed case material. His 


colleague Alexander Krupp took the new Omega 

Meanwhile, and after a bidding war that lasted | 
for 13 minutes, a lucky buyer snapped up a 1943 | 
Patek Philippe Reference 1518 at a Phillips auc- : 
tion in November for around 11 million Swiss 
francs. As you may have guessed: it is the most : 
anyone has ever paid for a wristwatch at auction. | 

So, as a takeaway, it seems that watch collec- | 
tors are crazier than ever when it comes to vintage 
luxury watches, but, and the not-so-good news, | 
: pre-production model of Bulgari’s new Hora 
mechanical watches as frequently as the industry | 
has gotten used to, which might be one reason | 
through 24 cities. 
moine program. The brand now also sells certi- 
fied, pre-owned watches at its own boutiques. : 
This way, F.P. Journe can not only benefit and | 
: history, and Joe Thompson gives you an explana- 
but also offers its support to new and existing col- 
lectors, being ultimately the most trustworthy ; 


Seamaster Professional 1200M Ploprof on an 
actual dive to see how it would perform under 
water — it is the one watch that basically created the 
extreme-dive-watch category in the ’70s and still 
is one of the most radical-looking watches today. 

Martina Richter looked at the 852 tiny stars 
on A. Lange & Sohne’s ultra-precise lunar display 
on the Saxonia Moon Phase for her review, and 
we also travelled through 24 time zones with a 


Domus Multizone watch — which turned out to 
offer an extremely user-friendly way to click 


Gisbert Brunner, on the other hand, literally 
travelled through time to introduce you to some 
of the mechanical milestones of Blancpain’s rich 


tion of “why everything is changing at 
Richemont.” 

Last but not least: you can find some of the 
latest watch novelties in this issue before SIHH 
starts (and, of course, constantly on 


: watchtime.com during the show in January) as 
: well as enjoy our selection of dress watches, 
whole program of personalized watches for its | 
customers, it also created the Excalibur Spider | 
Full Carbon, the first mechanical wristwatch with : 
not only its (very complex) case, but also its | 
movement plate, bridges and tourbillon upper ; 
cage entirely made of carbon. Only 28 pieces will 


should you have planned on starting the new year 
in style. 


Roger Ruegger 
Editor-in-Chief 


THE PURE ESSENTIALS OF WATCHMAKING, 
ELEVATED TO THE LEVEL OF ART. 


Grand Seiko. The very best in pure watchmaking, 
offering high precision, legibility and long-term reliability. 


For those who truly appreciate the real values of luxury. 
Since 1960. 
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Grand Seiko 


CORPORATION 
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AVAILABLE AT 


SEIKO BOUTIQUE 
510 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 212.355.3718 
Miami Design District 130 NE 40th Street, Miami, FL 786.360.6869 


SeikoUSA.com/boutique 


CONTENT 


44 STORM WARNING 


By Jens Koch | “Hurricane” is an appropriate name for 
the big Breitling Avenger Hurricane, which is light in 
weight yet extremely robust thanks to a newly developed 
material used for its case. 


TESTS & REVIEWS 


52 OBJECT OF DESIRE 
By Jens Koch | The new Daytona with a steel case 
and ceramic bezel is today’s most sought-after watch. 
We tested one of the first new models. 


72. TITANIUM TITAN 
By Alexander Krupp | Omega has updated its gigantic 
Seamaster Ploprof 1200M. The new titanium model is 
now even easier to wear, but how does it perform under 
water? 
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THE MOON AND STARS 

By Martina Richter | We train our telescope on A. 
Lange & Sdhne’s Saxonia Moon Phase, which has an 
ultra-precise lunar display dotted with 852 tiny stars. 


FEATURES 


LIGHTWEIGHT SPIDER 

By Roger Ruegger | 2017 is the year of the Excalibur 
and “disruptive materials” for Roger Dubuis. We were 
able to preview one of the brand’s technical highlights 
for the SIHH, the new Excalibur Spider Full Carbon. 


THE NEW FACE OF TRAVEL 

By Roger Ruegger | Bulgari’s Hora Domus Multizone 
is a new approach to how a world timer can make 
travelling through different time zones as easy as 
pushing a button. 
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ROGER DUBUIS 


DARE er RARE 


DALIBUR 


atic Skeleton 
licro-rotor 


Roger Dubuis Boutique - 545 Madison Avenue - New York, NY 10022 - + 12) 651-3773 
www.rogerdubuis.com - Follow us on Instagram SENEN® 
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86 100-PERCENT MECHANICAL 22 WORLD OF WATCHTIME 
By Gisbert L. Brunner | Blancpain, which traces its roots See the global reach of WatchTime and its partners 
to 1735, has never made a quartz watch. Miniaturized  aovccnnsnsnsntnninunninninnnnnnnninnnnnnnninninsnnnninunnnnnnnnnnsninnnnnninninneneen 
movements, grand complications and robust basic 24 READERS’ FORUM 
calibers reflect the manufacture’s passion for Mechanical iicsnnsnnnsnninunninnnnnnnninninnnnnnnnnninsnnnnnunnnnnnnnrnininnirnninnenen 
watches. 26 WATCHTALK 
Egashira e A steel Patek Philippe sets a record at auction, 
96 ALL DRESSED UP a management shake-up at Richemont, Chopard’s 
By Jens Koch | Whether you’re dressing for a dinner, a first minute repeater, and more 
festive party or a ball, an elegant look includes a fine pair ooo ocsccunnnnmnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnssnsusnnnnnnnnnnnnnnssssnnssnnnnnnnnee 
of shoes, an impeccable shirt and a perfectly tailored suit. 36 WATCH QUIZ 
And, of course, a matching watch must not be left out. A look back at the major watch-world events of 2016 
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A photo mélange of readers and their watches 


106 LAST MINUTE 
Why “everything is changing” at Richemont 


16 ON WATCHTIME.COM ON THE COVER: The Breitling Avenger Hurricane 
A glimpse at what’s on our site to keep you up to date 
on the latest watch news 
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FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE QUALITY FLEURIER CERTIFICATION AND PARTNER OF THE FONDATION DE LA HAUTE HORLOGERIE 


RECITAL 18 SHOOTING STAR 
2 TIMES PATENTED 


5-DAY TOURBILLON, 

HEMISPHERIC UNIVERSAL WORLDWIDE TIME WITH 
SELECTABLE TIME ZONE AND 
ULTRA-COMPACT 24 CITIES INDICATOR, 
HEMISPHERIC PRECISION MOON PHASE, 
JUMPING HOURS, RETROGRADE MINUTES 
LIMITED EDITION 


WWW.BOVET.COM 


Bont, Mote, thaw SWISS MADE, + Y@OSS Fla E 
hr bux /. Wlroesivnds Fairsrigs Ces tad Pe $ 
Wik 3 Yeais Warranty 


BOVET BOUTIQUE 
50 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH - NEW YORK, NY 10019 
FOR ANY ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CALL: 917-789-1155 


ON WATCHTIME.COM 


Visit our website for more information about the 
world of fine watches. To read the stories shown 
here, go to watchtime.com. 


Breitling introduced its first Blacksteel watches in 2012, and 
in the years since, the brand renowned for its aviation roots 
has launched a veritable fleet of such timepieces. We review 
one from one of Breitling’s most iconic and historically 
significant collections, the Chronomat 44 Blacksteel, a 
rugged pilots’ watch with an in-house, COSC-certified 
chronograph movement. 


“7 BORROWED TIME: BREITLING CHRONOMAT 44 BLACKSTEEL 
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COCKPIT COMPANION: 
LONGINES AVIGATION 
TYPE A-7 1935 

Longines continues to grow 
its Heritage collection, 
which consists of modern 
timepieces inspired by 
vintage classics from the 
Swiss brand’s long and rich 
history. The latest addition 
is the Longines Avigation 
Watch Type A-7 1935 -a 
contemporary replica of a 
watch Longines provided 
to U.S. Army pilots starting 
in 1935. 


HAMILTON ODC X-03: 
SPACE-AGE DESIGN, 
HOLLYWOOD PEDIGREE 
Hamilton Watch Co. has been 
a provider of timepieces to 
filmmakers and prop masters 
since one of its watches first 
graced the silver screen in 
1951's The Frogmen. Now the 
Swiss brand with American 
roots announces the release 
of anew, futuristic watch 
designed by an Oscar- 
nominated production 
director: the Hamilton ODC 
X-03 - third in a trilogy of 
special editions inspired by 
Kubrick’s sci-fi classic, 2001: 

A Space Odyssey. 


JAEGER-LECOULTRE’S 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY MEMOVOX 
BOUTIQUE EDITION 
Jaeger-LeCoultre’s 
legendary mechanical 
alarm watch, the Master 
Memovox, and its 
movement, Caliber 815, 
turn 60 years old in 2016. 
Marking the anniversary is 
a new timepiece available 
exclusively in JLC 
boutiques worldwide, the 
Master Memovox 
Boutique Edition. The 
watch, limited to 500 
pieces, is a contemporary 
interpretation of the 
1970s-era Memovox 
Snowdrop. 
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HUBLOT’S FIRST CONCRETE 
WATCH CELEBRATES NYC 
STREET ART 

Hublot introduced its latest 
timepiece collaboration, and its 
newest case material, with the 
launch of the Hublot Classic 
Fusion Aerofusion Chronograph 
Special Edition Concrete Jungle, 
co-designed with renowned 
street artist Tristan Eaton. In 
the front is a gritty-textured 
bezel made of concrete; on 

the caseback is a miniaturized 
version of Eaton’s graffiti art. 


HANDS-ON: ROGER DUBUIS 
EXCALIBUR QUATUOR COBALT 
MICROMELT 

Roger Dubuis was among the 
first brands offering a sneak 
peek at its new timepieces 
debuting at SIHH 2017. At least 
one represents another watch- 
world first in terms of materials 
for the Geneva-based company - 
the Excalibur Quatuor Cobalt 
MicroMelt, the first wristwatch 
with a case made of cobalt 
chrome. We had a chance to see 
the watch up close and snap 
some live photos. 
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Discover the world 500 meters below’ Rs + Ceara, incahPn RS 
its surface. The Patravi Scubalec diver’s aaa os pid ae 
watch offers a multi adjustable clasp =~ eis. SS 
and an automatic helium release valve = | =a, ae ? 
o ensure ultimate comfort and worry. > 


ree equalization of pressure. Created 
with the highest grade of stainless 

steel, its rugged ceramic bezel and blue _ 
illuminated hands and dial markers 
ensure perfect readability, even at the 
deepest depths. 
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Designed for use in the most extreme environments, the G-SHOCK 
MUDMASTER ensures reliable performance under harsh conditions. 


+ Mud Resistant Structure makes sure nothing gets into the watch when down EOE OG GI 
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Vintage Ball Watch ad 


: WatchTime welcomes cor- 
: respondence from readers. 
: Send comments to editor- 
: in-chief Roger Ruegger 

: at 37 West 26th Street, 

: Suite 412, New York, NY 
10010 or via e-mail to 

| rruegger@watchtime. 

: com. Please include your 

: full name, city and state, 

: and country (if outside the 
: United States). Letters may 
: be edited for length or 
clarity. 


WatchTime’s December issue 


WatchTime February 2017 


‘T ALWAYS WONDERED HOW THE WATCHES WERE 


FIRST-TIME SUBSCRIBER 

I am a first-time subscriber of your magazine 
and I must tip my hat. Although I am a millen- 
nial, I am fascinated by the masterful crafts- 
manship of micro-engineering at its best. The 


attending WatchTime 
Baselworld! 


DECEMBER ISSUE 


magazine editors in America today. 
A wonderful mix of fascinating articles. To 
the background on John Reardon, etc. 


level of quality! I can only wish the magazine 
was a monthly! 


The Sound of 


INNOVATION 


| TIME SYNCHRONIZATION 
_ [love my watches and I synchronize them with 
: my iPhone. But I always wondered how the 
: watches were synchronized in the 1800s to be 
: able to run the trains on time. Can you tell me? 
intricate complexity of watchmaking fused | 
with simplicity is truly a work of art! lama fan 
of many watch companies, but the brand that : 
has a cobra-clutch on my heart is Hublot. I truly | 
look forward to starting my collection and | 
New York and | 
(usually referred to as a master clock) against 
» which other clocks and employees’ pocket- 
James Miller | 
via mail | example, according to the NAWCC and “The 
: Annual Report of the Directors of the South 
- Carolina Canal and Rail Road Company” 
I have been reading the current [December ; 
2016] issue (Iam a longtime subscriber), which : 
prompts me to say: you are one of the greatest | 
| with “... clocks ... which being well-regulated 
and readily accessible to the Engineer and 
point out only a few —- the new Panerai | 
$400,000 watch, the journey of F.P. Journe, | 
: accuracy.” 
I shall look forward to more of the same | 
: rate, railroads usually relied on a time signal 
: from an observatory, which was, after a while, 

: sent out over telegraph wires. 
John Willheim : 


via fax | 


Tomas C. Armstrong 
via e-mail 


Roger Ruegger replies: 


Originally, each railroad designated a clock 


watches were compared for accuracy. For 


from May 6, 1834, six stations between 
Charleston and Hamburg (at that time the 
longest railway in the world) were equipped 


Agent ... in order to ... enable them to regulate 
their movements on the road with great 


To make sure the master clocks were accu- 


By the way, the railroad companies’ need 
for standard time initially was much more 


about ensuring safety than getting passengers 
: to their destinations on time. 


- ALEXANDER. SHOROKHOFF 
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BABYLONIAN: 
DISCOVERED IN ALZENAU 


Hand winding. Hand engraved movement. Three levels open dial with 
MOP ring. Blued hands. Stainless steel. 5 ATM. 500 pcs limited Edition. 
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Patek Phillipe’s record-smashing steel 1518 
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Aurel Bacs at the podium during the 13-minute bidding war 


High Times 


A steel Patek Philippe Ref. 1518 has fetched the 
highest price ever for a wristwatch at auction. 


hat watch slump? On Nov. 12, 
at a Phillips auction in Geneva, 
an unidentified buyer snapped 


up a 1943 Patek Philippe Reference 1518, 
one of the most highly coveted “grail” 
watches in the vintage-watch world, for 
11 million Swiss francs, or just over $11 
million (including the buyer’s premium). It 
was the most anyone had ever bid for a 
wristwatch at auction. The watch, which 
had never been on the auction block before, 
is a steel-cased perpetual calendar/chrono- 
graph with moon-phase display and 
tachymeter scale. It is the first of only four 
known steel 1518s that Patek made. 
Patek Philippe introduced Ref. 1518 in 
1941. It was the world’s first series-pro- 
duced wristwatch to combine a perpetual 


calendar with a chronograph. Ref. 1518 : 
has high historical importance for Patek | 
and for the watch-auction world. On its | 
website, Phillips wrote: “The Reference | 
1518 set the course for Patek Philippe’s | 
dominance in the world of high-end Swiss | 
watchmaking .... The 1518 was the foun- : 
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today’s 5270.” 


Valjoux ébauche to which the Vallée de 


Joux movement complications maker Vic- | 
torin Piguet added a perpetual calendar | 
function. Between 1941 and 1954, when 
production ceased, Patek made just 281 | 
: lots included two Rolex “Paul Newman” 
The $11-million price was reached : Daytonas that each brought SF874,000 
after a bidding war that lasted 13 minutes. 
Well-known auctioneer Aurel Bacs was at 
the podium. (Bacs & Russo, a consulting | 
company that Bacs founded with his wife, | 
Livia Russo, runs Phillips’s watch depart- 
ment. The company’s watch auctions are | 
held under the banner “Phillips in Associ- 
: worldwide market leader” in watch sales. 

The watch was one of three 1518s sold | 
at the auction. The others were yellow- | 
gold and rose-gold models, which sold for | 


examples of the 1518. 


ation with Bacs and Russo.”) 


: SF598,000 ($604,000) and SF1.47 million 
- ($1.49 million), respectively. (The rose- 
: gold model was once owned by the editor 
: and son of the founder of Popular Mechan- 
_ ics magazine.) Patek made about 222 yel- 
: low-gold 1518s and 55 rose-gold ones. 


Until the sale, the record for the most- 


' expensive wristwatch at auction was held 

dation for a long line of successful and | by a steel-cased Patek Philippe Ref. 5016, 
highly sought-after complicated wrist- 
watches, including the references 2499, | 
3970, 5970 and, 75 years later, even : 
: SF7.30 million ($7.37 million). Ref. 5016, 
The watch is 35 mm in diameter. Its | 
movement, Cal. 13”’130Q, is based on a 
: date hand, was discontinued in 2011 but 


which Phillips in Association with Bacs 
and Russo sold at the charity Only Watch 
auction in November 2015. The price was 


which has a minute repeater, tourbillion, 
and perpetual calendar with retrograde 


resurrected for the Only Watch sale. 

The total proceeds from the November 
2016 sale were SF27.5 million ($27.8 mil- 
lion). In addition to the three 1518s, top 


($882,740), and a Rolex Ref. 6085 with 
enamel dial depicting a dragon 
(SF670,000, or $676,700). The auction 
brought total Phillips watch sales for the 
year to date to $80.7 million. Phillips says 
that this and other high-yield auctions over 
the past year have made it “the undisputed 


Christie’s, which does not reveal sales fig- 
ures, has in recent years held the title of the 
world’s biggest watch-auction house. 
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some Up, some Out 
AT RIcnemont 


s part of a major management | 
shakeup announced in November 


the Richemont Group has named 
new CEOs for IWC Schaffhausen and 
Montblanc. 


be Christoph Grainger-Herr. 
replace Georges Kern, who has been 
named Richemont’s head of watchmak- 
ing, marketing and digital and will also 
join the Richemont board of directors 
pending shareholder approval in Septem- 
ber. Grainger-Herr will report to Kern in 
the latter’s capacity as head of al 
Richemont watch-only brands. Kern has 
been CEO of IWC for nearly 15 years. 

Grainger-Herr joined IWC in 2006 
and is now the brand’s international sales 
director. Earlier at IWC, he worked in 
marketing, strategic planning, brand iden- 
tity and architecture (designing IWC bou- 
tiques, show booths, point-of-sale displays 
and the like). 

The new CEO of Montblanc will be 
Nicolas Baretzki. His appointment is also 
effective April 1. Baretzki will report to his 
predecessor, JérGme Lambert, who wil 


become Richemont’s head of operations | 
and will also oversee all the company’s | 
brands other than watches and jewelry. | 
These include Montblanc (which sells | 


both pens and watches, but gets most of its 
sales from the former), Alfred Dunhill 


Chloé and Lancel. Lambert has also been | 
nominated for Richemont’s board of | 


directors. 


Baretzki has been at Richemont for 24 | 
years, first at Cartier, then Jaeger-LeCoul- | 
tre and finally, starting in 2013, at Mont- | 


blanc, as executive vice president of sales. 


These changes are part of an overall | 
management restructuring. Central to that | 
overhaul will be the elimination this spring 
of the CEO position. That job is now held | 
by Richard Lepeu, who has announced his | 
intention to retire at the end of March. | 
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Christoph Grainger-Herr Nicolas Baretzki 


After he leaves, Kern, Lambert, and Cartier | 
CEO Cyrille Vigneron will report directly : 
to the Richemont board. Johann Rupert, | 
executive chairman of the board, will 


remain in that job. 


officer. 


Nicolas Bos. 


try at this time.” 


Like Kern and Lambert, Grund has | 
been nominated for a seat on the board of | 
directors, as has Van Cleef & Arpels CEO | 
: watch brands: IWC, Jaeger-LeCoultre, 

In its statement, Richemont said the | 
company is making the management | 
: changes in response to “the need to be able 
to react quickly to the challenges facing | 
businesses in general and the luxury indus- | 
: 53 percent to €187 million ($198 million). 

Richemont issued the statement the | 
same day it announced its financial results 
for the first six months of its fiscal year. | 
For that period, which ended Sept. 30, | 
sales declined 13 percent (12 percent at | 
constant exchange rates), to 5.09 billion | 
euros ($5.4 billion). Much of the decrease | 


Georges Kern Jéréme Lambert 


was due to the company’s program of 
buying back unsold watch inventory from 
retailers. Without those buy-backs, which 
resulted in a one-time charge of €249 


: million ($263.9 million), sales would 

Richemont also announced that eight | 
directors will retire from the board as of | 
September. Also, CFO Gary Saage will | 
retire from that job July 31 and will be | 
succeeded by Burkhart Grund, who is 
now the company’s deputy chief financial | 


have declined by 8 percent at constant 
exchange rates. 

Operating profit was down 43 percent 
to €798 million ($846 million) and net 
profit declined 51 percent, to €540 million 
($572 million). 

Watch sales for the period were 
“poor,” Richemont said. They declined 
17 percent, to €1.44 billion ($1.53 billion) 
for the company’s watch-only or mostly 


Panerai, A. Lange & Sohne, Piaget, Roger 
Dubuis, Vacheron Constantin, Baume & 
Mercier and Ralph Lauren (a joint venture 
with the Ralph Lauren fashion company). 
Operating profit for this group declined 


Sales at the company’s jewelry brands, 
dominated by Cartier (the brand’s watch 
sales are combined with its jewelry sales) 
were down 13 percent to €2.75 billion 
($2.91 billion). Jewelry-brand operating 
profit was down 31 percent, to €756 mil- 
lion ($801 million). 
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of the acoustic waves. 


Nt Up: 


Coming Rio 
Raselworlo 


| t’s almost time for the world’s biggest 
watch fest: Baselworld. The fair will : 
be held March 23 through 30 in its usual | 
venue, the Basel fairgrounds (a.k.a. the | 
Messeplatz). 

About 1,500 watch and jewelry 
brands show their wares at Baselworld; : 
the fair is a huge coming-out party for | 
most of the new models that will hit the | 
market during the year. The most 
famous watch brands are housed onthe | 
ground floor in Hall 1. Elsewhere, on | 
Hall 1’s upper floors and in other fair- 
ground buildings, myriad other watch | 
brands representing all price ranges 


strut their stuff. So do manufacturers of : 


ew minute repeater watches just : 
keep on coming, and Chopard has | 
now introduced its first, the L.U.C Full | 
Strike. Its most distinctive feature is the | 
material used for the gongs: synthetic sap- | 
phire. The gongs (visible at 10 o’clock) | 
and the watch crystal are machined : 
together from a single block. Chopard | 
says that sapphire produces a clearer, purer 
tone than metal, and the fact that there is | 
no break between the gongs and the watch | 
crystal means there is better transmission | 


at 8 o’clock), doesn’t hum. 
The movement, the in-house Caliber 


anism has been engineered so that there is : 
no silent gap between the hour chimes and : 


the quarter chimes or between the quarter | Chopard’s L.U.C 


chimes and the minutes chimes; the entire | FH! Strike 
sequence has a uniform cadence. Chopard | 
says that yet another difference between | 
the Full Strike and conventional repeaters | 
is that the strike governor (which is visible | 
a display at 2 o’clock. Caliber 
 08.01-L bears the Geneva Seal 
08.01-L, has two barrels: one for the | 
chimes and the other for the movement. | 
: The movement has a power reserve of 60 | 

The watch has other unusual features. 
The repeater is activated not by a slide on | 
the side of the case but by a pusher inte- | 
grated into the crown. The chiming mech- | 


times. The power reserve 
for both barrels is shown in 


and is certified by COSC. 
The case is made of rose gold 
and is 42.5 mm in diameter and 


hours. The chime barrel stores enough | 11.5 mm thick. Chopard will make 
energy to enable the chiming device to 
strike 12:59, the time that requires the | 


longest chiming sequence, a total of 12 _ Chopard Manufacture. Price: $245,000. 


20 Full Strike watches; the piece com- 
memorates the 20th anniversary of the 


movements, machines and equipment, 


: watch straps, and just about everything 


else connected to the watch industry. 
Last year, more than 145,000 people 


_ attended the fair. They included store 
: buyers, 


exhibitors, journalists and 
members of the watch-loving public. 
(Baselworld is chiefly a trade fair but 
anyone can attend.) 

The fair is open from 9 am to 6 pm 
every day except for the last, when it 
closes at 4 pm. A one-day ticket costs 
60 Swiss francs and a ticket for the 
entire show is SF150. Tickets can be 


: purchased online. For more informa- 


tion, go to Baselworld.com. 


Baselword will be 
held March 23 
through 30. 


F.--JOurne S 
Buy-Back Plan 


aking a page from the car industry play- 

book, F.P. Journe has started a program 
called Patrimoine to sell certified, pre-owned 
watches. The company is buying back from 
consumers certain of its discontinued watches, 
restoring them, and reselling them at F.P. 
Journe boutiques. The watches available for 
purchase are listed on the company’s web- 
site, as are the models that the company is 
currently seeking to buy from consumers. 
Francois-Paul Journe himself examines each 
watch and certifies its authenticity. The 
restoration work is done at Journe’s 
atelier in Geneva. The renovated 
watches come with a new, - 
three-year warranty. 4 


The Chronometre 
a Résonance from 
2001 is one of the 
watches in 

the Patrimoine 
collection. 


GREUBEL FORSEY 
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Unique edition A 
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- TIME ART DISTRIBUTION LLC 
Phone +1 212 221-8041 - info@timeartdistribution.com 


WTNY, held at Gotham Hall, began with a cocktail reception Friday night. 


utumn is show 


ber and November, respectively. Together, 


they attracted roughly 1,000 watch lovers, 
who came to see and try on watches, | 


speak. 


WatchTime New York was a two-day _ 
event held Oct. 14 and 15 at Manhattan’s | 
Gotham Hall. (The show was held for the : 
first time a year earlier in the same venue.) | 
WTNY began the evening of Oct. 14 with |= | 
a cocktail reception, where attendees 
could visit exhibitors’ stands to see and | 
touch watches and chat with company | 
executives. The next day, Saturday, from | 
11 o’clock to 5 o’clock, visitors got another | 
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time for | 
/_\ WatchTime: this year the maga- | 

\ zine hosted two watch exhibi- | 
tions, in New York and Miami, in Octo- | 


Trying on a new watch at WINY 


» mechanical-watch industry. In addition, 
» WatchTime Editor-in-Chief Roger Rueg- 
' ger gave a presentation on dive watches, 
and watch collector and watch-brand con- 
_ sultant Jeff Kingston presented a slide 
: show on highlights from the 2016 Basel- 
world and SIHH watch fairs. He also gave 
: a well-attended tour of the exhibiting 
- booths. 


Twenty-three luxury watch brands 


: exhibited at WINY. They ranged from 
» household names like Omega, Breguet 
- and Vacheron Constantin to small-series 
: independent producers such as Romain 
» Gauthier and Urban Jiirgensen. The show 
: was presented in partnership with Watch- 
: Anish.com, the watch lifestyle blog headed 
' by Anish Bhatt. Other partners were 
Swiss Airlines, Afar Magazine, Phillips in 
chance to explore the show floor and also | 
to attend several presentations. These : 
included a panel discussion of vintage | 
watches, featuring noted watch auctioneer 
' Aurel Bacs and vintage-watch expert Paul | 
Boutros. Another panel discussion, mod- | 
: erated by media personality and reporter | 
attend watch seminars, observe watch- _ Bill McCuddy, focused on the state of the | 
making techniques close up, and socialize | 
with their “comrades in arms,” so to | 


Association with Bacs and Russo, and 
Wolf, the watch-winder and watch-box 
company. 

Some of the exhibiting brands show- 
cased watchmakers plying their trade, 
allowing show attendees to observe and 
learn about the watchmaking process 
firsthand. 


Jeff Kingston 
leading a tour 
on the show 


floor at WTINY 


sw? ocneE INSTRy, by 
gy” MOHLE “Yr, 


GLASHUTTE/SA. 


S.A.R. Rescue-Timer 


The function and design of the S.A.R. Rescue-Timer were to a large extent 
determined by the captains in the German Maritime Search and Rescue Service. 
This practical orientation resulted in an exceptionally robust watch able to meet 
any challenge. Since it was first developed, the S.A.R. Rescue-Timer has been in 
long-term operation on the 56 rescue cruisers of the German Maritime Search and 
Rescue Service, with which we still constantly exchange ideas and experience. 
www.muehle-glashuette.de 
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Several celebrities were sighted at the | 
Saturday session, including Fast and Furi- : 
: including some CEOs of the brand’s U.S. | 


ous actor Sung Kang, who greeted visitors 
to the Perrelet booth and promoted his | 


new limited-edition timepiece, the Turbine 


Sung Kang, and renowned German opera | 
singer René Pape, an ambassador of inde- | 
pendent Glashiitte watch brand Moritz | 


Grossmann. 


On Nov. 10 in Miami, WatchTime, in : 


partnership with WatchAnish.com and 11 


watch boutiques, launched a new watch | 


fair at Miami’s Design District, a section 


of Miami featuring a concentration of lux- | 
: written in Japanese characters. 

Two boutiques had demonstrations of | 
the art of crafting watch straps. At | 
» Vacheron Constantin, an artisan from | 
: Manufacture Jean Rousseau showed how | 
Lange & Séhne, Audemars Piguet (run by | 
East Coast Jewelers), TAG Heuer, | 
Hublot, IWC Schaffhausen, Jaeger- | 
LeCoultre, Parmigiani Fleurier, Piaget, 
Seiko, Tourbillon (which sells the Breguet, 
Original, 
Jaquet-Droz, and Omega brands), and | 
had a. 
chance to try on watches, many of them | 
new, like the Piaget Polo S and a special | 


ury-brand boutiques. 


From 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., guests could 
roam from boutique to boutique to see | 


special watches, displays and presenta- 
tions. The participating boutiques were A. 


Harry Winston, Glashiitte 


Vacheron Constantin. Guests 


po0litg 
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boutique edition of Jaeger-LeCoultre’s | 
60th-anniversary Memovox. Brand staff, : 


subsidiaries, were on hand to answer | 
» questions and talk watches with guests. 

Some of the boutiques featured special | 
demonstrations or presentations. Piaget | 
had a professional cigar roller on hand, | 
- who hand-rolled personalized cigars for 
: guests. Seiko, which showed its Grand | 
: Seiko models, served traditional Japanese | 
whiskey. In addition, a kimono-clad : installed art from the Oliver Gal Art Co. 
: Japanese calligrapher presented guests | 
with frameable renderings of their names _ 
: master watchmakers in the boutique. 


In the Design District, 
guests roamed from 

boutique to boutique to 
see and try on watches. 


Far left: Independent 
watch brand RGM 
demonstrated guillochage 
at its WTNY stand. 


Left: Anish Bhatt, top 
row, second from right, 
in a group wrist shot at 


to stitch and craft bespoke straps. IWC 
Schaffhausen had a master craftsman 
from luxury Italian shoemaker Santoni 
who hand-colored leather straps made 


' exclusively for IWC. Parmigiani Fleurier 


had an exhibition of key movements 
developed over the brand’s 20-year history. 

At the East Coast Jewelers’ Audemars 
Piguet boutique, horology artist Marcus 
B. Williams displayed his skill at drawing 
watches with pencils and ink. TAG Heuer 


Four boutiques - TAG Heuer, Lange, 
Vacheron Constantin and Hublot — had 


Hublot served Champagne and allowed 
guests to assemble movements at two 
watchmakers’ benches under the master 
watchmaker’s direction. 


Eleven watch boutiques 
in Miami’s Design 
District participated in 
a WatchTime show 
Nov. 10. 


Taking a 
watchmaking 
lesson in the 
Hublot boutique 


ee 7 


Salthora Meta 
Transparent 
matic with jumping hour 
ind transparent dial 
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Major watch-world events of 2016 


1. In February, Richemont said it planned 

to take what action in response to 

declining profits? 

A. Lay off up to 350 workers in its watch 
operations 

B. Decrease prices to spur sales 

C. Introduce more high-margin products 

D. Decrease its marketing budget by 25 
percent 


2. In May, the Citizen Group announced 
it was buying what watch company? 

A. La Joux-Perret 

B. Eterna 

C. Frédérique Constant 

D. Shinola 


3. Who became the new worldwide 
CEO of Cartier on Jan. 1? 

A. Georges Kern 

B. Jér6me Lambert 

C. Jean-Christophe Babin 

D. Cyrille Vigneron 


4. Rolex garnered attention by 

A. Introducing a ceramic-bezel version of 
the Daytona 

B. Introducing a bronze-case version of 
the Explorer 

C. Announcing it would no longer have 
its watches certified by COSC 

D. Auctioning off for charity the Daytona 
once owned by Paul Newman 
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: 5. TAG Heuer made waves by 

' A. Recalling its new smartwatch due to 
| its being a fire hazard 

: B. Launching a tourbillion watch priced 
» at just $15,950 

: C. Announcing it was ceasing in-house 
production of movements 

D. Withdrawing from Baselworld and 
showing at SIHH in Geneva instead 


: 6. At Baselworld, Citizen launched the 
- world’s thinnest 

: A. Connected watch 

: B. Light-powered watch 

: C. Chronograph 

D. GPS watch 


7. Jeffrey Cohen, president of Citizen of 
: America, took on the additional role of 
: A. Head of the American Watch 
Association 

: B. CEO of Arnold & Son 

C. CEO of Bulova Corp. 

» D. CEO of Alpina 


8. What company announced at 


- mechanical movements after making 
- only quartz ones for nearly 30 years? 
. A. Citizen 

: B. Seiko 

CISA 

- D. Ronda 


: 9, Raynald Aeschlimann became 
: the CEO of what watch brand? 

' A. Rolex 

B. Omega 

: C. TAG Heuer 

_ D. Breitling 


Raynald Aeschlimann became the worldwide 
CEO of what watch brand? 


: 10. Bulgari made headlines when it 
: unveiled the 
A. World’s most expensive minute 


repeater 


B. World’s loudest minute repeater 
: C. World’s smallest minute repeater 
_ D. Only sonnerie capable of playing 


different tunes on different hours 


11. Why did the perpetual calendar 

: watch that Frédérique Constant 

_ introduced at Baselworld make news? 

: A. It was just 2.98 mm thick. 

_ B. Its calendar mechanism was designed 


by Ludwig Oechslin. 


C. It was priced at just $3,800. 
D. It was priced at just $8,800. 


12. In October, the Swiss Competition 
» Commission (COMCO) ruled that ETA 
A. Could not resume selling movements 


to former customers 


B. Need no longer sell ébauches to Sellita 
 C. Could cease sales of balance springs in 


mid-2017 


D. Must continue to sell balance springs 
: Baselworld that it would begin producing | 


at levels matching those of 2016 


: 13. In November, a watch sold for $11 
million, setting a new record for a wrist- 

- watch sold at auction. What watch was it? 
: A. Rolex Daytona 

: B. Rolex Day-Date once owned by JFK 

_ C. Patek Philippe chronograph/ 


perpetual calendar 


D. Patek Philippe world timer 
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THE WORLD OF FINE WATCHES 


7 ARMIN STROM 


¢ Armin Strom’s Edge 
Double Barrel, which was 
introduced at BaselWorld 
2016, is now available in 
a rose-gold version. 

¢ The 46.8-mm case size increases 
the depth and dimensionality of the 
open-worked movement, which is 
visible from the front and back. 

¢ Manual-wind Caliber ARM 156 has polygon-shaped and 
angular components. 

¢ Hand-beveled bridges and contrasting cross-grinding 
surface decoration add to the watch’s industrial look. 

e Eight-day power reserve 

¢ Black dial ring with white indexes and rose-gold numerals 

¢ Small seconds and power-reserve indicator 

¢ Brown alligator strap with rose-gold ardillon buckle or 
optional rose-gold double-folding clasp as well as an 
additional brown rubber strap 

¢ Limited to 100 pieces 

¢ $39,900 


CHRISTOPHER WARD 


¢ The C1 Grand Malvern Power Reserve is a new dress 
watch from Christopher Ward that has a slimmer, 
narrower design and a new automatic power-reserve 
version of in-house Caliber SH21. 

¢ The new complication allows the wearer to monitor the 
120-hour power reserve through a subdial indicator at 
9 o’clock. 

¢ The new bridge and rotor design allows for greater 
visibility of the movement through the sapphire caseback. 

¢ 40.5-mm stainless-steel case 

¢ Domed opaline or sunray-finish dial 

¢ Brushed and polished blued or steel hands 

¢ Blue, black, tan or brown leather strap or Milanese 
mesh steel bracelet 

e As shown, $2,060 


¢ The new Tango 300 chronograph from Raymond Weil combines 
aesthetic appeal and ergonomic function and is water resistant to 
300 meters. 

¢ Luminescent indexes and screwed-down inverted flutings on the 
bezel highlight the signature design of the Tango collection. 

e 43-mm stainless-steel case 

¢ Blending black with steel lends a note of refinement while the 
red hands and rubber strap emphasize the watch’s sporty and 
contemporary look. 

* Quartz chronograph movement with hours, minutes, seconds and 
small seconds 

¢ Date window between 4 and 5 o’clock 

¢ Rubber bracelet with stainless-steel folding clasp with double-push 
safety system 

¢ Also available in a steel version with a blue dial 

e As shown, $1,250 
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BREGUET 


¢ Breguet’s new Classique 7147 embodies the brand’s 
heritage and distinctive features. The watch showcases 
an engine-turned silvered gold dial, a decorative 
technique that was first introduced in 1786 on watch 
dials by Abraham-Louis Breguet. 

¢ Clou de Paris hobnailing is the main dial motif. 

© Cross-weave pattern on small seconds offset at 5 o’clock 

¢ Blued steel Breguet open-tipped hands 

e 40-mm rose-gold case with finely fluted caseband 

e Extra-thin (2.4-mm) self-winding movement has a 
Breguet balance spring and a silicon escapement. 

¢ 45-hour power reserve 

¢ Also available in white gold 

¢ $21,000 


FILSON 


e Filson is celebrating one of the nation’s most 
beloved outdoorsmen with a limited-edition 
Smokey Bear Watch. 

¢ 43-mm stainless-steel case 


BOVET 


e First presented in 2015 
exclusively in steel, Bovet 
1822 is now making the 

19 Thirty Fleurier with a 

rose-gold case. 

¢ Hand-wound 15BM04 
movement 

¢ Sub-seconds dial and 
power-reserve indicator 

e 7-day power reserve 
drawn from a single 


BOVET 2 \f barrel 
4 —SA\ °° 42-mm case 
y =) Se e Available in three dial 


colors (blue, black or 
brown) and three 
types of numerals 
(Arabic, Chinese and 
Roman) 

e Also available with a 
diamond-set bezel and 
bow 

e Alligator strap with 
rose-gold ardillon buckle 

e As shown, $29,900 
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¢ Individually numbered, engraved caseback 

e Argonite 715 quartz movement 

¢ Dark brown English bridle leather strap with 
roller-buckle-style closure 

e Assembled in Detroit at the Shinola Watch factory 

¢ Comes with a book that tells the story of Smokey 
Bear and Filson’s relationship with the outdoors, a 
certificate of authenticity, and six postcards of 
reimagined vintage Smokey Bear posters 

¢ Limited to 1,000 pieces 

¢ $1,000 
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40 


Recent Launches 


ULYSSE NARDIN 


e The Ulysse Nardin Diver 
Chronograph Monaco pays 
tribute to the Monaco Yacht 
Show, a high point in the 
yachting calendar that the 
brand has sponsored for 
the last eight years. 

¢ Indexes and hands 
show the colors of the 
Monaco flag 

¢ “Monaco Yacht Show 
2016” is written on 
the dial. 

¢ Self-winding in-house 
Caliber UN-150 with 
a silicon escapement 

¢ 44-mm stainless-steel 
case with screw-in security 
crown with rubber 
protector 

¢ Decorated sapphire caseback 

e Water resistant to 300 meters 

¢ Rotating bezel with red rubber 
minutes numerals 

¢ Limited to 100 pieces 

¢ $12,500 
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BELL & ROSS 


¢ The BR 03-92 La Fayette commemorates 
the centenary of the La Fayette fighter 
Squadron, also nicknamed the “Sioux 
squadron” due to the decoration on 
its planes, and pays tribute to the 
American pilots who fought under the 
French flag during World War I. 

¢ The dial bears the insignia of the La 
Fayette squadron. 

¢ Galvanic black dial with photo- 
luminescent hands and indexes 

e Automatic ETA 2892 movement 

e 42-mm stainless-steel case 

e Water resistant to 100 meters 

¢ Available with rubber or heavy-duty 
synthetic fabric strap 

¢ Limited edition of 100 pieces 

e $3,600 
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CASIO 


* Casio’s new Edifice EQB700 timepiece 
makes it easy to navigate seasonal and 
time-zone changes with a dual-dial 
display and smartphone link capability. 

¢ Pairs with the wearer’s smartphone 
when he presses the dedicated Blue- 
tooth connection push-piece 

¢ Downloading the CASIO WATCH+ 
app gives access to the correct time for 
the current location and for over 300 
cities worldwide. 

e Wearer can swap home time and 
world time by pressing a push-piece as 
well as updating alarms and other 
time settings. 

¢ World-time dial near 8 o’clock shows 
the current time in a second location. 

¢ Battery indicator between 10 and 11 
o’clock 

¢ Third dial near 3 o’clock is driven by a 
dual-coil motor to move a hand that 
indicates the day of the week. 

* Casio’s Tough Solar Power eliminates 
the need for battery replacement. 

¢ $380 


27th SALON INTERNATIONAL 
DE LA HAUTE HORLOGERIE GENEVA 


FROM 16 TO 20 JANUARY 2017 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON FRIDAY 20 JANUARY 
Prior registration required via sihh.org 


EXHIBITING MAISONS | A. LANGE & SOHNE | AUDEMARS PIGUET | BAUME & MERCIER | CARTIER | GIRARD-PERREGAUX 
GREUBEL FORSEY | IWC | JAEGER-LECOULTRE | MONTBLANC | PANERAI | PARMIGIANI FLEURIER | PIAGET | RICHARD MILLE 
ROGER DUBUIS | ULYSSE NARDIN | VACHERON CONSTANTIN | VAN CLEEF & ARPELS 

CARRE DES HORLOGERS | CHRISTOPHE CLARET | GRONEFELD | H. MOSER | HAUTLENCE | HYT | KARI VOUTILAINEN 
LAURENT FERRIER | MB&F | MCT | RESSENCE | RJ-ROMAIN JEROME | SPEAKE-MARIN | URWERK 


BRAND NEW 


Recent Launches 


PERRELET 


¢ Perrelet has added the Grand Raid to its 
Turbine Pilot collection, which was created in 
2014 in tribute to the world of aviation. The 
new version pairs classic black with warm beige. 

e The dial couples Perrelet’s characteristic turbine 
with a circular slide rule that is a feature of the 
collection. 

¢ The black under-dial with beige streaks is revealed 
when the turbine, made of 12 anodized aluminum 
blades, begins to move. 

¢ Bidirectional dial ring is activated by the crown at 3 
o’clock. 

¢ 48-mm black PVD-coated stainless-steel case 

¢ Automatic in-house P-331 movement 

¢ Sapphire caseback allows a view of the movement that has 
an oscillating weight decorated with the Perrelet logo. 

¢ Limited edition of 100 pieces 

¢ $6,150 
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TAG HEUER 


¢ The TAG Heuer Connected is now available in a rose-gold 
version that offers the same functions as the original watch. 
¢ Intel engineered the intelligence inside the watch to enable many 
connectivity options including audio streaming, Bluetooth and 
Wi-Fi as well as the full range of features offered by the Android 
Wear operating system. 
e 46-mm case 
¢ Designed to look like a classic watch 
¢ Fitted with a small microphone to 
enable the wearer to communicate 
with it using Google Voice control 
¢ Sapphire touchscreen to be used 
with the command push-piece at 
3 o’clock 
¢ Lithium battery provides a 
full day of autonomy. 
e At the end of the two- 
year warranty period, the 
wearer can exchange 
the Connected watch 
for a Carrera Calibre 
5 mechanical watch. 
¢ $9,900 
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MAURICE LACROIX 


e This performance-oriented watch from Maurice 
Lacroix, the Pontos $ Diver Blue Devil, has screw- 
down crowns for both time adjustment and the 
internal rotating timing bezel as well as a helium- 
escape valve. 

¢ The yellow accent color is one of the best-performing 
for the various lighting conditions facing a diver. 

¢ 43-mm stainless-steel case 

e Automatic ML115 movement 

¢ 42-hour power reserve 

e Water resistant to 600 meters 

© Comes in a set with three straps: blue calfskin with 
yellow accent stitching, black rubber with textile 
finishing on the top and stainless-steel bracelet 

¢ Limited edition of 100 

¢ $2,950 for the set 


Brilliance Meets 


BASELWORLD 


BASELWORLD.COM 


The one unmissable trendsetting show for the entire watch and jewellery 
industry, where all key players unite to unveil their latest creations and innovations. 
Bea part of this premier event and experience passion, precision and perfection in action. 
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“Hurricane” is an appropriate nam 
big Breitling Avenger Hurricane, w 
in weight yet extremely robust thanks to ¢ 
newly developed material used for its case. 


i 
BY JENS KOCH i Oe 
PHOTOS BY OK-PHOTOGRAPHY AND BREITLING 
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TEST 
Breitling Avenger Hurricane 


reitling is synonymous with pilots’ 
watches and, in recent years, with watches 
with a military look. Now this Grenchen- 
based manufacture has really brewed up 
a storm. The Avenger Hurricane is 
extremely eye-catching thanks to its 
black, 50-mm-diameter case and its black 
and yellow textile and rubber strap. 

A second look shows that the case has 
an interesting matte texture that looks 
somewhat like carbon fiber. It’s actually 
a newly developed material called “Breit- 
light” that’s used for the case, back, bezel 
and even for the push-pieces and crown. 
The polymer composite has some highly 
unusual properties and was specially 
developed for this watch. The material 
itself is very light in weight: it’s 5.8 times 
lighter than steel and 3.3 times lighter 
than titanium, but it’s reputed to be harder 
than both of these metals. It’s also corro- 
sion resistant, antimagnetic, thermally 
stable and hypoallergenic. Breitlight feels 
warmer to the touch than steel and its 
matte surface has an interesting grain. 


The caseback trumpets the chronometer status of the movement underneath. 


THE MILITARY LOOK of the case is fur- 
ther accentuated by a matte black dial 
with stenciled numerals, an eye-catching 
rotatable bezel with Breitling’s distinctive 
markers, and a black textile inlay on the 
outside of the yellow rubber strap. The 
colorful accents assure a sporty look. 
Those who prefer an even more martial 
appearance can order this model with 
an all-black textile strap. The watch’s 
design is harmonious and consistent. Its 
sheer size attracts admiring gazes, so 
whoever straps this watch to his wrist 
should bring along an ample portion of 
self-confidence. 

Another special feature of this watch 
is the 24-hour display, which also traces 
its ancestry to the military. It replaces a 
conventional 12-hour display, so the 
hour hand needs twice as much time to 
complete one full circuit of the dial. The 
large dial offers optimum preconditions 
for keeping the legibility good despite the 
many calibrations, which show twice as 
many hours as usual. More often than 
not, the wearer can easily tell which hour 
numeral the hour hand is pointing to. But 
even after wearing this watch for two 
weeks, we still couldn’t read the time 
intuitively as one does a watch or clock 
with a 12-hour dial. Every child learns 
that when the “big hand” points straight 
up and the “little hand” points to the 
right, then it’s 3 o’clock, even if the dial 
lacks a numeral 3 to confirm this fact. 
But if you’re wearing the Hurricane and 
its hands are in those positions, you first 
must search for the nearest numerals (4 
and 8 in this instance) and then count the 
number of hour indexes between the tip 
of the hour hand and the nearest numeral. 
When you’ve accomplished this, you'll 
know that the 24-hour dial is trying to 
tell you that it’s now 6 o’clock in the 
morning. If this sounds counterintuitive, 
yow’re right: this display makes it signifi- 
cantly more difficult to quickly read the 
time. That’s the downside; the upside is 
that you always know whether you’re 
reading nighttime or daytime hours. 
Then again, the only situations in which 
you won’t be able to determine whether 
it’s night or day simply by glancing at the 
sun and recalling the sequence of the past 
few hours are when you’re aboard a sub- 


The movement’s 
decorations 
include sunburst 
finishes, Geneva 
waves, polished 
screw heads and 
engravings filled 
with gold. ‘ 


BREITLING AVENGER HURRICANE 


Manufacturer: Breitling SA, 
Schlachthausstrasse 2, 2540 Grenchen, 
Swi 


Functions: 24-hour display, minutes, 
small seconds, chronograph with counters 
for 30 elapsed minutes and 12 elapsed 
hours, date, unidirectional rotating 

bezel 


Movement: Manufacture Caliber B12 
chronometer, automatic, 28,800 vph, 
47 jewels, stop-seconds function, date 
adjustment, eccentric screw with 
regulator, 70-hour power reserve, 
diameter = 30 mm, height = 7.3 mm 


Case: Breitlight polymer composite 
material, curved sapphire crystal with 
nonreflective coating on both sides, 
screwed crown and push-pieces also 
made of Breitlight, water resistant to 
100 m 


Strap and clasp: Rubber with textile 
inlays on top, one-sided pressure- 
activated folding clasp 


Rate results: 


Deviations in seconds per 24 hours 
(With chronograph switched off / on) 


Dimensions: Diameter = 50 mm, 
height = 17 mm, weight = 108 g 


Price: $13,300 
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BREITLING’S CALIBER B12 


IS BASED ON CALIBER B01, 
WHICH HAS BEEN MODIFIED — 


seeseeseseeetecessessetecesenensysseeeceseness]/140— nial, 


TO SHOW THE TIME IN — . 
24-HOUR FORMAT. 


merged submarine (where the sun never 
shines), north of the Arctic Circle or 
south of the Antarctic Circle (where the 
sun never sets during the summer 
months), or slowly returning to waking 
life with your venetian blinds still shut 
after a long night on the town. 


ALTHOUGH THE 24-hour display is 
admittedly something special, we would 
be exaggerating if we claimed that it gen- 
uinely improves the usefulness of this 
watch. But this doesn’t have to always be 


the case for a luxury watch, even if it’s 
also a sporty one. After all, why should 
we always try to make everything in life 
easier for ourselves? Breitling’s develop- 
ers seem to have thought along similar 
lines, and this inspired the brand to 
develop a chronograph movement of its 
own rather than simply encasing an ETA 
caliber. Based on the manufacture’s own 
self-winding chronograph Caliber B01, 
Breitling’s new Caliber B12 has its debut 
in the Hurricane Avenger. The basic BO1 
differs from the B12 only because the lat- 
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TEST 


Breitling Avenger Hurricane 


ter has a 24-hour display. Both calibers 
elegantly control the chronograph via a 
column wheel and each includes modern 
vertical coupling, which prevents the 
elapsed-seconds hand from shuddering 
when the elapsed-time function is 
switched on. 

Another special feature: both the 
escape wheel and the balance are 
equipped with shock absorbers so the 
movement is well equipped to cope with 
shocks and impacts. The rate can be fine- 
ly adjusted by turning an eccentric screw, 
which slightly changes the position of the 
index and thus minimally alters the active 
length of the balance spring. The balance 
spring accordingly doesn’t “breathe” 
freely, which would have been even better. 

Breitling doesn’t scrimp on decorative 
finishing, even though the opaque Breit- 
light back and its eight contoured screws 
don’t allow anyone to see it. After the 
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THE DIAL’S 24-HOUR DISPLAY, 


MODELED ON MILI TARY- WATCH 
DIALS, MAKES IT SI GNIFICANTLY, 
MORE DIFFICULT TO READ 


back has been removed, a horological 
sleuth will discover a handsome sunburst 
on the partially skeletonized rotor, Geneva 
waves on the automatic winding bridge, a 
turning sunburst pattern on the other 
bridges, polished heads on the screws, 
gold filling in the engravings, and even a 
few beveled and polished edges on the 
flat components. The base plate under 
the balance, by contrast, has no decora- 
tion. And although the stamped levers 


and springs are larger than their counter- 
parts in an ETA 7750, these components 
show that costs did in fact play a role in 
the development of this movement. 

For quite some time, Breitling has sent 
all of its movements to COSC to be tested 
and certified as chronometers. The 
Avenger Hurricane that we tested gained 
just 5.5 seconds per day on the wrist; the 
daily gain decreased to 3.8 seconds on the 
timing machine. Measurements in the indi- 


EXPERIENCE HAUTE HORLOGERIE 
IN SWITZERLAND «* Watchlime 


AN EXTRAORDINARY WATCHMAKING JOURNEY 
APRIL 23 TO APRIL 29, 2017 


VISIT SWITZERLAND AND SOME OF THE MOST 
FASCINATING BRANDS IN THE WATCHMAKING WORLD 
WITH WATCHTIME AS YOUR GUIDE. 


Join WatchTime in Switzerland for a rare and exclusive tour of the haute horlogerie facilities in 
the premier watchmaking locations in the world. See the breathtaking landscapes of Geneva, 
Nyon, Le Brassus and La Chaux-de-Fonds. Meet the brands, witness the watchmakers in 
action, and enjoy in-depth conversations with executives and WatchTime’s expert staff. You'll 
also attend watchmaking workshops and engage in live sessions in which you will become a 
watchmaker yourself. 


Watch Time’s 
Package Includes: 


All manufacture visits and 
watchmaking exercises. 


VIP transport to all watch brand 
locations and hotels. 


Breakfast, lunch and dinner with 
beverages. 


A WatchTime editor as your tour 
guide. 


Six nights in upscale hotels. 


Pick up and drop off at Geneva 
Airport. 


Planned Visits 
Include: 
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Vacheron Constantin 
Patek Philippe 
Blancpain 

Hublot 
Jaeger-LeCoultre 
Ulysse Nardin 

La Joux-Perret SA 


Girard-Perregaux 


SPACE IS LIMITED. EARLY RESERVATION IS ENCOURAGED. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: STEVE BROWN | SBROWN@WATCHTIME.COM | +1(646) 742 0740 


TEST 
Breitling Avenger Hurricane 


The case is 50 mm 
wide; the strap is 
made of rubber 
and has a fabric 
inlay. 
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vidual positions also didn’t stray unduly far 
apart from one another. 

The Hurricane amasses a 70-hour 
power reserve, so it won’t quickly grind 
to a halt, even if it’s left unworn for sev- 
eral days. If it does run down, the time 
and date can be easily reset via the large, 
easy-to-grasp crown. The push-pieces 
also run smoothly, although the top one 
(to start the chronograph) requires a bit 
of extra effort. 


Strap and clasp (max. 10 points): 
Well-crafted rubber strap with textile 

inlay on the outside; secure folding clasp 
with practical extension 8 


Operation (5): Smoothly turning 
bezel, easy-to-grasp push-pieces and 
large crown: the Hurricane is easy to 


Case (10): 
crafted from innovative Breitlight material, 
is black through and through, very light- 

weight and sturdy. i) 


Design (15): ): A successful mix of military- 
look and sporty yellow elements 14 


Legibility (5): The 24-hour scale detracts 
from the legibility, but plenty of luminous 
material is helpful in the dark. 3 


’ 


Wearing comfort (10): Thanks to its low 
weight and steplessly adjustable rubber 
strap, the Hurricane is very comfortable to 


Movement (20): Good, robust chronograph 
movement with column wheel and 
instantaneously jumping date display 17 


Rate results (10): The results in the 
various positions don’t deviate too much 
from one another and the average 
deviation remains minimal. 8 


Overall value (15): A good price for a 
manufacture chronograph with a case 
made from an innovative material 12 


TOTAL: 85 POINTS 


Above all, and despite its enormously 
large case, the Hurricane is very comfort- 
able to wear — even on a relatively slim 
wrist. The rubber strap with textile inlay 
clings closely around the forearm and is 
no less well crafted than the case and the 
rest of the watch. The price likewise 
speaks in favor of the Avenger Hurricane: 
surprisingly, and despite the fact that the 
case is made from an exclusive new mate- 
rial, this watch costs less than other man- 
ufacture chronographs from Breitling 
with black-coated cases. If you can get 
used to reading the 24-hour scale, then 
buying the Hurricane will get you a suc- 
cessfully designed watch that will surely 
stir up a tempest. © 


GET Il ALL 


WatchTime is the only watch magazine that gives you a subscription package with full access for one low price! 


Vnaey ALL ACCESS 
DIGITAL 


M10 Tips 


F 
OR Wiviaaweae a Snnonoaad 


Watenliny 


$39.97 


BALL WATCH 
BULGAR; 
FORTIS 


Our Gui; 
Quality Musk 


de to 
ur Guide 
‘Quality «pn 


0: 
the Blues 


ALL ACCESS 
WITH PRINT 
MAGAZINE 


$49.97 


WatchTime All Access includes six issues of WatchTime magazine: 
+ Print edition in your mailbox 


« Digital edition on your iPad and iPhone, Android tablet and smartphone 


- Every issue as an e-magazine at watchtime.com 
- E-archive with all issues back to the year 2000 


WatchTime All, Access 
nada $59 


Boveallertaed Halgocd ioral htmi or scan code with your phone 7 H E W O R L 2) @) F F | N E WATC H E S 


52 WatchTime February 2017 


YBJECT 


OF DESIRE 


The new Daytona with a steel case and ceramic 
bezel is today’s most sought-after watch. 
We tested one of the first new models. 


aiting has long been a part of the Day- 
tona’s tradition. In the past, those who 
wanted to buy the steel version would 
have to add their names to their jewelers’ 
waiting lists. And delivery delays could 
be as long as 10 years. Rolex deliberately 
produced small numbers of its steel-cased 
chronographs to encourage potential cus- 
tomers to buy the gold or bicolor ones, 
which are more profitable. Second-hand 
bicolor models actually cost less than 
steel ones. 

After many price increases, the sur- 
charges for used steel models became 
smaller and so, too, did the waiting lists — 


BY JENS KOCH 
PHOTOS BY MARCUS KRUGER 


until 2016, when Rolex unveiled a steel 
Daytona with a ceramic bezel. A ceramic 
bezel had long been available on rose- 
gold models, and the platinum Daytona 
made for the 50th anniversary in 2013 
had one, too, so it’s not that surprising 
that this bezel is now on steel models. 
Rolex often first introduces innovations 
on its high-margin gold models and then 
waits several years before incorporating 
them into its steel versions. 

Of course, the story of the Daytona 
began with a steel model. The iconic 
chronograph with a tachymeter scale 
along its bezel first saw the light of day in 
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1963. Models with screwed push-pieces 
and a black Plexiglas bezel for the 
tachymeter scale followed in 1965 and 
thereafter. Automatic winding became 
available in 1988, when Rolex began 
using a modified version of Zenith’s El 
Primero caliber. The modifications 
included slowing the balance’s frequency 
from the original speedy pace of 36,000 
vph to a more leisurely tempo of 28,800 
vph. In 2000, Rolex completed the devel- 
opment of its own self-winding chrono- 
graph movement, Caliber 4130. It 
emphasized robustness, an accurate rate 
and a long power reserve. In the wake of 
its completion, all Rolex movements are 
now manufactured by the brand itself. 

The Daytona long held an exceptional 
position as Rolex’s only chronograph. For 
many years, it was the most complicated 
watch the brand offered. This changed in 
2007, when Rolex introduced the Yacht- 
Master II with regatta chronograph. But 
this watch’s function and design were con- 
ceived exclusively for yachting, so it didn’t 
reach as many buyers as the Daytona, 
which has its roots in auto racing. 


WHEN YOU WEAR the Daytona, your 
first impression is that it’s surprisingly 
elegant. Incident light reflects off the 
indexes, hands and polished case of this 
handsomely slim watch. The dial, the 
bezel and the flat crystal, which has no 
nonreflective coating, likewise gleam in 
bright light. But this means that there are 
several sources of glare, especially for the 
version with the black dial, which is the 
one we tested. 

Several benefits resulted from replac- 
ing the Daytona’s stainless-steel bezel with 
a ceramic one with a tachymeter scale. The 
new bezel resists scratches better and thus 
protects the watch from the unsightly 
marks left by daily use. Legibility is also 
improved: the scale on the polished steel 
bezel was often hard to read. And last, but 
surely not least, the new bezel is more 
attractive than its predecessor. 

Rolex mills the tachymeter scale into 
the ceramic and then uses the high-preci- 
sion LIGA technique to inlay the recesses 
with platinum. The pale matte platinum 
inlays contrast optimally with the ceram- 
ic’s polished surface. The workmanship 


Rolex mills the 
tachymeter scale 
into the ceramic 
and then inlays 
the recesses with 
platinum. 
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Rolex Daytona 


THE NEW CERAMIC BEZEL IS MORE 


here is so precise that a connoisseur will 
enjoy scrutinizing the bezel through the 
lens of a good loupe. 

The same essentially holds true for all 
the other parts of the watch, e.g., the case, 
the bracelet and the hands. But not every- 
one will like the fact that Rolex applies 
clear lacquer after having drilled the holes 
for the staffs of the hands, which allows 
indentations to form in the lacquer around 
the holes. The rings around the subdials 
are more finely satin-finished, but the 
design remains unchanged otherwise. And 
while Rolex constantly strives to optimize 
details, many of the improvements are 
nearly imperceptible. For example, the 
folding bar to open the clasp has been 
slightly modified so it no longer leaves 
scratch marks when the clasp is opened. 


THE MOVEMENT has also undergone 
relatively few changes. When manufac- 
ture Caliber 4130 was introduced in 
2000, it was the first movement equipped 
with a Parachrom balance spring made 
from a niobium-zirconium alloy that 
Rolex had developed, patented and man- 
ufactured. Not only is this metal unaf- 
fected by magnetic fields, it’s also signifi- 
cantly better able to cope with shocks 
and impacts. Rolex unveiled an improved 
version of this balance spring (the 
Parachrom Blu) in 2005. Oxidation 
enhances the surface’s protection against 
environmental influences and also gives 
the spring its characteristic blue color. 
The blue hairspring has been hard at 
work inside the Daytona since approxi- 
mately 2007. 

The modern vertical coupling remains 
unchanged and continues to guarantee a 
precise, shudder-free start for the chrono- 
graph’s elapsed-seconds hand. The col- 
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ROLEX OYSTER PERPETUAL 
COSMOGRAPH DAYTONA 


Manufacturer: Rolex SA, Rue Francois- 
Dussaud 3-7, 1211 Geneva 26, 
Switzerland 


Functions: Hours, minutes, small seconds, 
chronograph with counters for 30 elapsed 
minutes and 12 elapsed hours 


Movement: Self-winding manufacture 
Caliber 4130, chronometer, 28,800 vph, 
44 jewels, stop-seconds function, Kif 
shock absorption, Glucydur balance with 
Microstella regulating nuts, Parachrom 
balance spring with Breguet terminal 
curve, 72-hour power reserve, diameter = 
30.5 mm, height = 6.5 mm 


Case: Stainless steel, ceramic bezel, flat 
sapphire crystal without nonreflective 
coating, screwed push-pieces and crown, 
fully threaded screw-in stainless-steel 
back, water resistant to 100 m 


Bracelet and clasp: Stainless steel with 
secure folding clasp and 5-mm extension 


Rate results: 


Deviations in seconds per 24 hours 
(With chronograph switched off / on) 


Dimensions: Diameter = 40 mm, 
height = 12.4 mm, weight = 141g 


Price: $12,400 


The movement, 
Caliber 4130, 
has a Parachrom 
Blu balance 
spring that 
Rolex makes 
itself. 
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Rolex Daytona 
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The folding bar 
used to open the 
clasp has been 
modified so that 
it is less likely to 
cause scratches. 


ON THE TIMING 


umn wheel is likewise unaltered: it helps 
assure that excessive force isn’t required 
to trigger the push-pieces. Rolex also opted 
not to change its characteristic balance 
bridge, which boosts the stability. And 
the power reserve lasts for a satisfyingly 
long 72 hours. 

As is also true of all other Rolex 
movements, this one has earned a 
chronometer certificate from COSC. And 
in 2015, Rolex introduced an additional 
new standard that far exceeds COSC’s 
chronometer requirements. This new 
ordeal tests the water resistance, the per- 
formance of the automatic winding sys- 
tem, and the power reserve of the fully 
assembled watch. Above all, it stipulates 
that the timepiece cannot gain or lose 
more than 2 seconds per day. 

The Daytona we tested easily 
achieved these values on the wrist. 
Depending on whether it was taken off or 
kept on during the night, its daily devia- 
tion was either 0.5 or 0 seconds. It also 
kept time with exceeding accuracy on the 
timing machine, where it erred by -0.2 
seconds with the chronograph switched 
off and by 0 seconds with the chrono- 
graph switched on. The greatest devia- 
tion among the several positions was also 
low: just 3 seconds. The rigorous test is 
evidently worthwhile. 


THE DAYTONA ably masters Rolex’s 
major disciplines: the rate is highly accu- 
rate, the quality is impeccable, the time- 
piece is well suited for daily use, and only 


the slightest design changes were needed 
because this model had already achieved 
iconic status. The cost-benefit ratio is 
likewise quite good, but this doesn’t play 
much of a role for a watch that prompts 
people to offer its wearer several thou- 
sand dollars more for it than the wearer 
originally paid for the privilege of owning 
it. Nonetheless, it’s regrettable that Rolex 
didn’t respond to the strong demand by 
increasing production. This model’s 
deliberately induced scarcity also attracts 
speculators who purchase it and then 
immediately resell it at a higher price. But 


this, of course, doesn’t detract from the 
watch itself. 

If Rolex were Apple, the brand would 
probably have introduced our test watch 
with the words, “The new Daytona is the 
best one we’ve ever built.” This claim 
would have been true, despite the few 
small changes made in the newest ver- 
sion, because the ceramic bezel does 
indeed make the Daytona both more 
resistant to scratches and more hand- 
some. Is this new version worth your 
spending time on a waiting list? Our 
answer Is yes. O 
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Bracelet and clasp (max. 10 points): 
Very well crafted steel bracelet and 
secure clasp with small extension piece 9 


Operation (5): The buttons must first be 
unscrewed before they can be operated; 
in all other respects, everything functions 
conveniently. 4 


Case (10): Very well crafted case with 
scratch-resistant bezel 9 


Design (15): The ceramic bezel makes 
this timeless classic even better. 15 


Legibility (5): In daylight, the hands don’t 
contrast optimally with the dial and the 
silver rings around the subdials. 4 


Wearing comfort (10): Very comfortable 
to wear thanks to its size 9 


Movement (20): Well-engineered 
manufacture caliber with freely oscillating 
Rolex balance spring 18 


Rate results (10): The results in the 
various positions cluster closely together 
and the average deviation is extremely 


Overall value (15): The cost-benefit ratio 
is appropriate; the Daytona is one of the 
few watches that can always be resold 
significantly above its original price. 15 
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2017 is the year of the Excalibur and “disruptive materials” 
for Roger Dubuis. We were able to exclusively preview one 
of the brand’s technical highlights for the SUHH, the new 
Excalibur Spider Full Carbon. 


BY ROGER RUEGGER 
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CLOSE-UP 
Roger Dubuis Excalibur Spider Full Carbon 
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oger Dubuis has been introducing watch- 
world firsts in terms of materials for quite 
some time now, and 2017 does not seem 
to be an exception to this rule: the new 
Excalibur Quatuor Cobalt MicroMelt, 
for example, is the first wristwatch with a 
case made of a high-performance cobalt 
chrome alloy, produced through the 
MicroMelt metallurgical technique. The 
Excalibur Spider Full Carbon, on the other 
hand, is the first mechanical wristwatch 
with not only its case, but also its move- 
ment plate, bridges, and tourbillon upper 
cage entirely made of carbon. It is per- 
haps also the best example so far of how 
Roger Dubuis combines traditional 
watchmaking with a growing number of 
contemporary materials and design ele- 
ments. And it certainly is one of the visu- 
ally most striking interpretations of the 
Excalibur so far. 

Carbon has, of course, been used for 
watch cases and dials for quite some time 
now, not only for design reasons but also 
for increased strength and _ reduced 
weight. Usually it can be found in the 
form of the typical checkerboard pattern 
consisting of woven sheets of carbon 


fibers that were layered and bonded with 
a polymer resin; less widespread are the 
even stronger and more durable molded 
or forged carbon cases or, as in this case, 
multi-layered carbon cases. 

Roger Dubuis already introduced a 
couple of watches using carbon in the 
past, like the Black Velvet with a case and 
dial based on a non-directional random 
fiber sheet (with tourmalines set directly 
into the carbon bezel) and also watch 
models using molded or forged carbon 
within the Excalibur Automatic Skeleton 
range, and has, therefore, already gained a 
lot of experience working with carbon. 

For the Excalibur Full Carbon, Roger 
Dubuis went for multi-layered carbon 
with a more unified (although still not 
completely homogenous) pattern of hori- 
zontal lines for a comparatively much 
more complex case design with skele- 
tonized lugs and open sections on both 
sides of the case. Basically, all of the 28 
produced watches will have the same pat- 
tern, which is even repeated on the move- 
ment. To achieve this new look, the car- 
bon parts had to be cut at an angle of 10 
degrees. 


THE EXCALIBUR SPIDER FULL 
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Roger Dubuis Excalibur Spider Full Carbon 


The horizontal pattern 
of the multi-layered 
carbon case is repeated 
on the movement plate 
and bridges as well as 
on the upper cage of 
the tourbillon. 


The fluted bezel (at least on the proto- 
type) seems to be made of titanium with a 
black vulcanized rubber coating: carbon 
apparently would not have been able to 
resist the heat required for the vulcaniza- 
tion process as well, which was also one 
of the many challenges for the production 
of the movement parts, since more cool- 
ing was required than usual, working 
with the existing diamond-coated tools. 
The thin red lines on the bezel are filled 
with red lacquer and help create a more 
dynamic or even dramatic look. 

Like all of the Geneva-based brand’s 
skeleton calibers (currently Roger Dubuis 
has more than 30 calibers), the Excalibur’s 
in-house-produced movement, Caliber 
RD509SQ, was designed from scratch 
(compared to an existing movement that 
has been skeletonized after its construc- 
tion) and has been awarded the presti- 
gious Geneva Seal, a certification reserved 
for wristwatch movements made in the 


city or canton of Geneva with special 
requirements for testing, finishing and 
decoration of the watch movements. 

Roger Dubuis’s Caliber RD509SQ is 
composed of 179 parts and next to incor- 
porating the brand’s typical star motif 
(acting as hour markers at the same time) 
also features a flying tourbillon at 7 
o’clock. Additionally, the manually 
wound caliber has been equipped with a 
PVD brass honeycomb decor between the 
plate and the bridges of the movement, 
which brings an interesting new visual 
element to the range and also adds more 
depth to the open-worked dial. Even 
more important: for the first time, Roger 
Dubuis managed to produce both the 
movement plate, bridges and the Celtic- 
cross-shaped cage of the tourbillon 
entirely of carbon, which also explains 
the “Full Carbon” add-on to the name. 
One of the benefits of choosing carbon: 
thanks to a 30-percent reduction in the 
weight of the upper cage of the tourbil- 
lon, the high-tech material led to a 10- 
percent increase in the movement’s power 
reserve. Other benefits include reduced 
vibrations and, of course, a new way of 
movement “decoration.” 

To guarantee a water resistance of 50 
meters, the RD509SQ is housed in a visi- 
ble titanium container with a vulcanized 
red rubber coating. The DLC-treated 
crown, caseback and buckle are also in 
titanium. 

It remains to be seen whether carbon 
is going to be used for more watch move- 
ments in the future, especially since 
Roger Dubuis seems to take its new claim 
“dare to be rare” quite literally: the 
Excalibur Spider Full Carbon is limited to 
only 28 pieces and sold exclusively in the 
brand’s boutiques. This means that at 
least the color combination, but poten- 
tially also the honeycomb design and the 
use of carbon movement parts, could be 
limited to this watch only. Or in other 
words: interested collectors are well 
advised to get in touch with one of the 
boutiques early. 

From a design point of view, especially 
the (surprisingly thick) honeycomb decor 
we saw in the first prototype is a fascinat- 
ing new element we hope to see more 
often in the future, and the combination 


Roger Dubuis’s in-house 
Caliber RDS09SO is 
manually wound and 
offers a power reserve of 
60 hours. 


EXCALIBUR SPIDER FULL CARBON 


Manufacturer: Manufacture Roger 
Dubuis, Rue André-De-Garrini 2, 
1217 Meyrin, Switzerland 


Functions: Hours and minutes, seconds ~ 
displayed with the tourbillon cage 


Movement: Hand-wound mechanical 
manufacture Caliber RD509SQ, 21,600 
vph, 60-hour power reserve, adjusted in 
six positions, Geneva Seal, plate, 
bridges and tourbillon upper cage in 
multi-layered carbon, black PVD 
honeycomb decor, diameter = 

36.16 mm, height = 4.28 mm 


Case: Multi-layered carbon skeleton 
case, bezel decorated with vulcanized 
rubber, titanium DLC caseback, titanium 
DLC crown vulcanized with red rubber, 
titanium movement container vulcanized 
with red rubber, water resistant to 
50m 


Strap and clasp: Black rubber with red ~ 
inlay and red stitching, titanium clasp 


Dimensions: Diameter = 45 mm, 
height = 14.02 mm 


Price: $184,000 


2 . 


rs “Se Sers 


ue. 


of black and red is even more dynamic in 
reality than on the first pictures. Roger 
Dubuis definitely succeeded in making an 
already contemporary watch look even 
more technical. 

Even though Roger Dubuis is partner- 
ing with different members of the automa- 
tive industry for both materials and design 
(the honeycomb, for example, is inspired 
by the radiator grilles of cars), the Excal- 


ibur Spider Full Carbon could also have 
easily played a role in Disney’s last Tron 
movie, thanks to the contrasting red ele- 
ments and the dark case. It is undoubtedly 
one of the most contemporary-looking 
tourbillons currently available and, there- 
fore, another perfect example of how tra- 
ditional watchmaking can be transformed 
into such a contemporary or even futuris- 
tic-looking wristwatch. e) 
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The New Face 
of Travel 


Bulgari’s Hora Domus Multizone 
is anew approach to how a world 
timer can make travelling through 
different time zones as easy as 
pushing a button. 


BY ROGER RUEGGER 
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Bulgari Hora Domus Multizone 
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ome watch manufacturers move forward with new developments 
thanks to ideas from watchmakers and engineers. A constructive 
suggestion, e.g., for a novel complication, can fire the starting 
shot for a whole new watch. Other brands, of course, subordinate 
everything to the visual aesthetic and pursue the “form follows 
function” maxim. Bulgari embodies a third alternative. Although 
this Italian brand has acquired noteworthy horological compe- 
tency and expanded its own depth of production during the past 
several years, Bulgari’s design department continues to play a 
leading role in product development. And while the Hora Domus 
Multizone (the Latin name means “home hour” but can be freely 
translated as “local time”) clearly results from a design-guided 
approach to reinterpreting the theme of a world-time watch, it 
also ventures into horological terra 
incognita. 

Bulgari presently fabricates watches 
and components at four Swiss sites. 
Dials are made in La Chaux-de-Fonds. 
Cases are manufactured in Saignelégier. 
Movements and complications are 
developed and produced in house in 
greatly expanded buildings formerly 
occupied by the Gérald Genta/Daniel 
Roth companies in Le Sentier. And the 
design department, which was previously based in Italy, has since 
2011 been located (along with the assembly and service depart- 
ments) in Neuchatel, thus shortening communication pathways 
and massively simplifying collaborative work. The company 
employs approximately 370 people in Switzerland. In the wake of 
the expansion plan that began over 15 years ago, Bulgari’s staff 
now includes masters of all horological disciplines, who have 
attracted plenty of attention and proved their prowess by break- 
ing, at last count, two world records. 


68 WatchTime February 2017 


THE HORA DOMUS IS 

CAPABLE OF DISPLA YIN G 
BOTH LOCAL AND HOME 
TIME, DAY/NIGHT AS WELL 
AS DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME. 


For the buyer of the surprisingly large (45-mm) Hora Domus, 
this means that the basic movement, the world-time module, the 
dial and the case could all be developed and produced in house, 
so this watch is a visually and functionally independent manufac- 
ture product. Compared to other world-time watches, which are 
typically equipped with world maps and/or time-zone rings, this 
world-time watch is not only easier to read, but it also takes into 
account the semiannual change between winter and summer 
times, i.e., standard and daylight saving time. 


BULGARI’S HORA DOMUS can show 24 full-hour time zones in 
two windows at 6 and 12 o’clock. Before embarking on a long- 
distance journey, the wearer presses the push-piece at the 4 until 
the name of the city representing his 
home time zone appears in one of the 
two elongated windows and the little 
arrow below the hands points toward 
the selected window. But that’s not all. 
One of the two push-pieces on the case’s 
left side determines whether an “S” (for 
summer time) or a “W” (for winter 
time) appears in the little window near 
the center of the dial near 9 o’clock. The 
other push-piece controls the black- 
and-white bicolor disk in the day/night display beside the face’s 
midpoint near 3 o’clock. Next, the wearer turns the crown until 
the hour hand for local time comes to rest directly above the hour 
hand for home time. After accomplishing these settings, the wearer 
presses the push-piece at 4 o’clock to choose, step by step, which 
additional time zone he wants to display. The second hour hand 
jumps along during this resetting process, and the circular win- 
dow near the center of the dial near 12 0’clock shows whether it’s 
morning (AM) or afternoon (PM) in the second time zone. 


Local Time Minutes 


Home Time Local City Indication Home Day/Night 


The hands are covered with white 
luminous material for the local 
time; the hour hand for the home 
time is skeletonized. 
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Bulgari Hora Domus Multizone 


The new module is significantly larger in diameter than 
the in-house base movement. 


Visually and functionally, Bulgari has successfully achieved a 
unique solution to a problem that afflicts many world-time 
watches: namely, their dials are often unattractively cluttered. 
Bulgari’s answer drastically tidies the face, yet simultaneously 
offers a maximum amount of information. Operating this watch 
might seem a bit complex at first glance; but in practical use, the 
push-piece at the 4 is the one that’s pressed most often. In other 
words, the chances are more than good that when this watch’s 
owner departs, he’ll already be wearing one of his journey’s high- 
lights on his wrist. 

Because of the obvious visual reduc- 
tion, it might take a new owner a little 
while to become accustomed to select- 
ing the desired time zones. A total 
overview of all time-zone regions is 
lacking, so the configuration doesn’t 
immediately show whether the user’s 
destination is also the representative city 
of its time zone. At least in the beginning 
of one’s acquaintanceship with this model, the wearer has a rea- 
sonable excuse to keep pressing the push-piece until each of the 
city names has swept through the windows. If he repeats this 
process two or three times, he’ll be so fascinated by learning 
which city names can appear on his watch’s dial that he’ll feel as 
though his long-haul flight has been magically shortened. Thanks 
to its well-thought-out and unconventional ability to display mul- 
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TRAVELLING THROUGH 24 
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Bulgari’s self-winding mechanical Caliber BVL191 offers 
a 48-hour power reserve when fully wound. 


tiple times without detracting from the legibility or the user 
friendliness, the Hora Domus Multizone is an eminently practical 
and inarguably stylish choice for globetrotters. 


THIS HAT TRICK of versatility, legibility and convenience 
is made possible by a new world-time module that Bulgari 
has added to its manufacture Caliber BVL 191. The module is 
also why a 45-mm-diameter case was needed. The com- 
plexity becomes most readily visible when the complication is 
switched off. 

Incidentally, the basic movement, 
which was designed for maximum 
robustness, premiered in 2013 and is 
already hard at work in many of Bul- 
gari’s wristwatches. Three years of 
development culminated in the debut of 
the world-time module. 

The watch that we tested was a pre- 
series model, so it’s too early for us to 
make any statements about this model’s rate behavior, but the 
basic caliber has earned a chronometer certificate from COSC. 
After putting our test watch through its paces in three different 
time zones, we couldn’t discover any anomalies. 

This watch is currently available with two different dial varia- 
tions, both inserted into a 45-mm gold case and based on the 
design of the Daniel Roth manufacture, which Bulgari took over in 


BULGARI HORA DOMUS MULTIZONE 


Manufacturer: Bulgari Horlogerie SA, 
Manufacture de Haute Horlogerie, Rue de 
Monruz 34, 2000 Neuchatel, Switzerland 


Functions: Hours, minutes, multiple time- 
zone display of 24 cities, complementary 
summer (DST) time/winter (standard) time 
and day/night indications for home time, 
AM/PM indication of local travel time 


Movement: Self-winding mechanical 
Caliber BVL191 with module, 21,600 vph, 


Caliber BVLIA 48-hour power reserve, circular graining, 
with module is Geneva waves, chamfered steel parts, 
developed, diameter = 28.30 mm, height = 8.55 mm 


manufactured and ¢ eee z R saexsaeeeniabasine id with selieotsildetongpesteies sree eae sssiatiise 
tested in house. ase: y ose gold with a ceramic insert, 
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Str 2 
rose-gold pin buckle 


= 11.90 mm 
Variations: With black lacquered or satin- 
finished silver-toned dial 


Price: $38,300 


2000. The visual differentiation between the two hour hands (one 
with and one without luminous material) is especially worth men- 
tioning for the version with a black dial, as are the cabochon on the 
crown and the protruding sapphire crystal, which offers equally 
exciting views from the side. With an eye on the price category and 
the elegance of this watch, some purchasers might lament that the 
maker opted not to equip its strap with a folding clasp. 

Considering the modular architecture, it might also be interest- 
ing to speculate about whether this complication will be encoun- 
tered in the future, and if so, in which collections and with which 
case materials it might be paired. Speculation is all the more 
intriguing because Bulgari’s other models tend to be rather slim. 
With its height of 11.90 mm, this world-time movement could pro- 
vide the label’s inventive designers with another stimulating 
challenge. 

The Hora Domus is a superlative example of the successful 
visual reduction of an inherently complex problem. In other 
words, this handsome model shows what good things can happen 
when designers and developers work hand in hand. 

Like every world-time watch, this one wrestles with a nearly 
insoluble task, because not every home city or destination can be 
spelled out. But it surely earns high grades for practicality, user 
friendliness, independent design and an impressive presence on 
the wrist. This timepiece is an exciting alternative that will be 
equally appealing to frequent travelers and aficionados of cun- 
ningly designed mechanisms. O 
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Omega Seamaster Ploprof 
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o one goes diving with a watch that costs 
$14,000.” You'll hear statements like this 
when the conversation turns to the practi- 
cal use of luxury sports watches. Even 
though it may be true, it’s not important. 
Much more so is the question of whether 
you could dive with such a watch. Because 


in the end, we purchase a good watch not 
just as a companion for everyday wear but 
also for the stories, emotions and conver- 
sation that go along with it. When it 
comes to sports watches, we get even more 
— we get possibilities. The Omega Seamas- 
ter Ploprof 1200M, the watch we tested, 


gives us the possibility of diving to 
extreme depths. The integrated helium 
valve also offers the option of ascending to 
the surface after several days in a mobile 
pressure chamber, via a diving bell, to pre- 
vent damage from occurring to the case 
during the decompression process by any 
breathing gas mixture that might have 
penetrated into the watch. 

Are you planning a dive to depths of a 
few hundred or even 1,200 meters? 
Impossible. Ever spend time in a deep-sea 
station? Highly unlikely. But these 
extreme situations fascinate us, and a 


watch that can withstand such condi- 
tions, very much, too. Add to this the 
“safety factor”: a watch that is water 
resistant to 1,200 meters can easily han- 
dle other severe applications in the water 
— like a dive into a pool, or a fall while 
waterskiing, or even the concentrated 
stream of water from a power washer - 
not to mention the safety reserve for div- 
ing. Because the Ploprof is tested to a 
depth of 1,200 meters, no dive in open 
water is limited when wearing this watch. 

Even for technical diving that usually 
exceeds the maximum depth of about 40 


meters used by recreational divers, the 
Ploprof never even comes close to its full 
capacities. This is an important consider- 
ation for divers, who always work with 
the greatest possible safety reserves (with 
their breathing gas, for example). 


AS A COMPROMISE between strapping 
the watch onto a deep-sea submarine and 
taking it on a simple recreational dive, we 
tested the Ploprof on a technical dive in a 
Tyrolean mountain lake. Special equip- 
ment included a dry suit instead of the 
usual wetsuit; double air tanks instead of 
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just one; an additional tank with pure 
oxygen; and a marker buoy. Taken 
together, it all weighed more than 110 
pounds. 

Our fully equipped divers Udo Happ 
and Jens Képpe tested the functionality 
of the watch. The enormous size of the 
watch, 55 mm by 48 mm, was a positive 
feature. The Ploprof was easy to hold, 
and to put on and operate, even with the 
5-mm-thick gloves often worn with a dry 
suit. The orange safety pushers that 
unlock the bidirectional rotating bezel 
also work well, and even the two bracelet 
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Manufacturer: Omega SA Jakob-Stampfli- 
Strasse 96, 2500 Bienne 4, Switzerland 


Movement: In-house Caliber 8912 with 
antimagnetic components, METAS 
certified, 25,200 vph, 39 jewels, hack 
mechanism, co-axial escapement with 
silicon balance spring, fine regulator with 
four weighted screws on free-sprung 
oscillator, two in-line barrels, Nivachoc 
shock absorber, power reserve = 60 
hours, diameter = 29 mm, height = 5 mm 


Case: Titanium, bi-rotational ceramic 
bezel with safety pushers, flat nonreflective 
sapphire crystal, helium release valve, 

ote screw-down crown, fully threaded case- 
back with sapphire viewing window, 
water resistant to 1,200 m 


Bracelet and clasp: Titanium mesh 
bracelet, safety folding clasp with 
stepped 22-mm extension and 29-mm 
extension piece, additional dark gray 
rubber strap 


Rate results: 
Deviations in seconds per 24 hours 


V : 
($12,600); titanium with Sedna gold 
($18,000) 


extensions are unproblematic. Pressing a 
release on the inside expands a 22-mm 
element in small steps, and folds out an 
additional 29-mm extension piece. This 
allows the watch to fit over any diving 
suit and even over 5-mm-thick gloves. 

If the bracelet is too long at its most 
extended point, the diver can adjust it 
using the 29-mm folding extension piece. 
And for extremely large or small wrists, 
Omega offers an extra-long and an extra- 
short Milanese mesh bracelet section that 
can replace one of the two medium- 
length bracelet pieces. Also included in 
the watch box is a dark-gray rubber strap 
and clasp that can be installed using a 
special tool (also included). 


In the area of functionality and vari- 
ability of the bracelet, Omega leaves no 
desires unmet, as the test divers con- 
firmed. Jens Koppe, who performed sev- 
eral dives for our tests, ranks the bracelet 
and clasp of the Ploprof among the top 
three in the entire market. In his opinion, 
only the Oris dive watches and the IWC 
Aquatimer models could compete. 


UNDER WATER, the watch honors its 
abbreviated name “Ploprof” (plongeur 
professionnel, which is French for “pro- 
fessional diver”). The dive time is legible 
at all times, even at great depths, thanks 
to an extremely bright luminous coating 
on the hands and bezel. Even when set- 


ting the rotating bezel, a bright orange 
dot inside the luminous triangle makes it 
very easy to align it with the orange alu- 
minum minutes hand. 

Because of the refractive qualities of 
light under water, there’s only one thing 
the Ploprof cannot do: from some angles 
it is difficult to see the actual time and 
dive time. In previous tests, only the oil- 
filled quartz watch UX from Sinn per- 
formed this feat. 

We found the large but lightweight 
titanium Ploprof to be a perfect partner 
during our 90-minute dive. This was 
especially important in the final phase 
when handling the breathing equipment. 
The so-called “stage handling” requires 
switching from the two original air tanks 
to the oxygen tank strapped on the front 
or side of the diver’s body. During our 
dive, a 15-minute decompression stop 
was necessary at a depth of six meters. 
When performing the complex hand 
grips used with the stage, the mouthpiece 
and regulator, the watch didn’t catch on 
anything despite its angular form —- some- 
thing that could be annoying as well as 
potentially dangerous. 

And on it went. At the decompression 
stop location, the divers filled a buoy with 
air and allowed it to rise to the surface so 
the team on the surface could see where 
the divers are expected to emerge at the 
specified time. If the buoy bobs several 
times, this indicates that a diver has a 
problem and requires someone to come to 
their aid or bring them another air tank. 
The shallow depth helps in this regard. 
For the divers beneath the waves, however, 
a direct ascent after such a deep and 
extended dive would be life-threatening. 


AFTER COMING UP TO the surface and 
returning to shore, it was clear that the 
watch’s case had survived a number of 
contact incidents with the diving equip- 
ment without damage. The sides, top, 
crown guard, pushers, the raised bezel 
grooves and the dive-time track showed 
no signs of scratches. This was much 
more surprising on the titanium surfaces 
than on the bezel, which is made of 
silicone nitride — a high-tech ceramic mate- 
rial that, according to Omega, is 30 
percent harder and 50 percent lighter 
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TEST 


Omega Seamaster Ploprof 


than other conventional scratch-resistant 


ceramics. 

While the titanium mesh _ bracelet 
showed no signs of scratches or wear, the 
clasp was visibly scratched and revealed 
itself as the only sensitive component on 
the Ploprof. Not all of the scratches were 
traceable to the diving equipment. Most 
were caused while working at a desk dur- 
ing the two-week wearing test. Once 
again, this shows the great and continu- 
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ous stress this exposed part is subject to 
as it moves across the surface of a desk. 
Speaking of stress: unlike underwater 
pressures, our technology-rich days are 
full of magnetic fields that can have a 
negative impact on a watch. Omega has 
been working for several years to coun- 
teract this problem with completely anti- 
magnetic movements. One of these finds 
its place in the brand-new titanium mod- 
els in the Ploprof line, but not in the steel 


= 
> 


The 55-mm Ploprof 


"emerging from 
the depths 


models, which have been available since 
2.009, and whose steel cases and enclosed 
casebacks are similar to the original Plo- 
prof from 1970. 

The full name of the movement in our 
test watch is “Omega Co-Axial Master 
Chronometer Caliber 8912.” Unlike the 
Omega Co-Axial Caliber 8500 in the 
steel version, this movement uses exclu- 
sively antimagnetic components and is 
certified by the Swiss Institute for Metrol- 


ogy (METAS), which in addition to many 
other criteria also tests the antimagnetic 
properties. 

Otherwise, the Caliber 8912 is essen- 
tially the same as the 8500. Two serially- 
arranged barrels release their power 
smoothly to ensure the stable powering 
of the displays over the entire 60-hour 
power reserve; the balance spring made 
of silicon eliminates the problem of 
shocks and impacts causing deformation 
and subsequent irregularities in rate; and 
the iconic Omega Co-Axial escapement 
with its multi-step escape wheel guaran- 
tees excellent rate results, as many of our 
tests have shown. 

Omega has omitted the date display 
on the new titanium models, even though 
it is included in this movement’s design. 
This may quite possibly be an attempt to 
justify the continued existence of the steel 
versions in the presence of the new, com- 
petitive titanium watches. A clever move, 
since thanks to the lightweight titanium 
case and bracelet, improved movement 
and transparent caseback, the new mod- 
els are the perfect complement to the steel 
watches in the areas of wearing comfort, 
reliability and aesthetics. 

The new Ploprof is a true titan that has 
emerged from the depths — and is one of 
the best watches we have ever tested. O 


of diving. 


Bracelet and clasp (max. 10 points): 
The Milanese mesh bracelet and highly 
functional clasp with deployant buttons 
and two extension mechanisms are 
perfectly made and very user friendly. 10 


Operation (5): Pressing the orange safety 
push button allows the bezel to be easily 
turned in both directions. Releasing the 
screw-down crown within its crown guard 
is somewhat difficult 4 


Case (10): The titanium case is excellently 
finished and extremely water resistant. 
Additional advantages include the 
scratch-resistant ceramic bezel, the helium- 
release valve, crown guard mechanism 
and special bezel system. 10 


Design (15): The striking classic gray 
titanium version looks good anywhere.14 


Legibility (5): The easily distinguishable 
hands, nonreflective crystal, nonreflective 
titanium dial and brightly glowing 
displays make reading both the actual 
time and the diving time easy at any time 


Wearing comfort (10): The titanium 
case, bracelet and clasp give the watch a 
high comfort rating despite its immense 
size, but it does not fit under a shirt cuff. 9 


Movement (20): Thanks to a fully anti- 
magnetic movement, precision co-axial 
escapement, stable silicon balance spring 
and two barrels for 60 hours of constant 
rate, the in-house Caliber 8912 is one of the 
best basic movements today. Omega has 
omitted a date display on this model. 19 


Rate results (10): According to the timing 
machine, the average gain and difference 
between the various positions are low; 

very good rate results. The actual wearing 
test showed gains of only 0 to 2 seconds 


Overall value (15): A lot of watch for a 


lot of money 12 
TOTAL: 92 POINTS 
The Ploprof is well 
suited for any kind 
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The Moon 
nd the Stars 


We train our telescope on A. Lange & Séhne’s 
Saxonia Moon Phase, which has an ultra-precise 
lunar display dotted with 852 tiny stars. 


BY MARTINA RICHTER : 


PHOTOS BY OK-PHOTOGRAPHY/ ISTOCK.COM, TITO ONZ, CLAUDIO VENTRELLA, 
_ GUVENDEMIR/A. LANGE & SOHNE 
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CLOSE-UP 
A. Lange & Sohne Saxonia Moon Phase 


year ago the high-end watch manufacturer A. Lange & Séhne, 
based in Glashiitte, Germany, brought out a Saxonia model that 
combines an outsize date with an extremely precise moon-phase 
display. We put this new Saxonia through its paces. 

The big date, of course, has been a hallmark of the brand 
ever since the newly re-established A. Lange & Séhne company 
launched its first watches in 1994. The ultra-precise moon- 
phase display also has a long history with the brand: the move- 
ment in this watch, the self-winding Caliber L086.5, is Lange’s 
16th movement with this feature. 

Just how precise is the moon-phase? It will be off by one day 
in 122.6 years (assuming, of course, that the watch is kept run- 
ning continuously for that time). The display is connected to the 
hour wheel and is always in motion. Thanks to the precisely cal- 
culated seven-step gear train, the period between one new moon 
and the next is 99.998 percent accurate. If you do allow the 
watch to stop running, you can adjust the moon-phase display 
by pushing the button set into the case at 4 o’clock. 

The moon disk is made of gold and decorated with 852 
laser-cut stars. The disk’s intense, deep-blue color is created 
using a special patented coating process. The moon-phase dis- 
play shares its subdial with the seconds indicator. 

Caliber L086.5 is based on the L086.1, which was intro- 
duced in 2011. The new caliber is 5.2 mm thick, just 1.5 mm 
thicker than the base caliber, despite the addition of the calen- 
dar and moon-phase. The movement has a 72-hour power 
reserve, supplied by a single barrel. 
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A. LANGE & SOHNE 
SAXONIA MOON PHASE 


Manufacturer: Lange Uhren GmbH, 
Ferdinand-Adolph-Lange-Platz 1, 
01768 Glashiitte, Germany 


M : 5, 

in house, self-winding, based on Caliber 
LO86.1, 21,600 vph, 325 components, 
AO jewels, screw balance, swan’s-neck 
fine adjustment, in-house balance spring, 
72-hour power reserve, diameter = 

30.4 mm, thickness = 5.2 mm 


Case: Rose gold with sapphire crystals 
front and back, water resistant to 30 m 


Strap and clasp: Hand-stitched alligator 


Ra 


Deviations in seconds per 24 hours 
(Fully wound | after 24 hours) 


Flat positions 299° | 291° 


thickness = 9.8 mm, weight = 98.0 g 
Va 
Price: $29,000 


Caliber L086.5 has 
features associated 
with Glashiitte 
watchmaking, 
including a three- 
quarter plate, 
swan's-neck 
adjustment, blued 
screws and 
Glashiitte stripes. 
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CLOSE-UP sea 
A. Lange & Sohne Saxonia Moon Phase 


Like the moon-phase display, the movement itself is 
extremely precise. When we put the watch on the timing 
machine, the deviation was less than 0.5 seconds per day. On 
the wrist, the watch deviated by just 1 second per day. 

Lange follows very strict standards when it adjusts its move- 
ments. They must lose no more than 2 seconds a day and gain no 
more than 3 seconds. These tolerances are twice as tight as those 
required for COSC certification. For watches with long power 
reserves, Lange’s standards allow an additional full second of devi- 
ation after 50 to 60 hours. The watch met this standard as well. 

Also quite striking was the balance’s stable amplitude as the 
tension in the mainspring decreased. Anthony de Haas, head of 
product development at Lange, says this is due not just to the 
quality of the balance spring but also to the spatial relationships 
within the barrel. “Everyone talks about greater rate accuracy [as 
depending on] only the balance and balance spring and less about 
the power source. But that’s precisely what’s so important for sta- 
ble amplitudes and the kind of rate we’re looking for.” 

The watch’s balance spring is manufactured in house and 
works in conjunction with a screw balance. The balance’s fre- 
quency is 21,600 vph (3 Hz). The lateral screw on the swan’s- 
neck regulator, a common feature of watches made in 


84 WatchTime February 2017 


The big-date 
and moon-phase 
displays are 
arranged 
symmetrically 
beneath the dial. 


Ultra-Precise 
Moon-Phase 


The moon disk moves continuously, 
powered by the rotation of the hour 
wheel. The seven-step transmission is 
calculated to precisely reflect the 
synodic lunar month of 29.531 days: the 
display is 99.998 percent accurate from 
one new moon to the next. If the watch 
were to run continuously, the moon- 
phase display would deviate from the 
actual position of the moon by a single 
day every 122.6 years. 


Glashiitte, is used to adjust the rate. A look through the trans- 
parent sapphire caseback reveals other details associated with 
Glashiitte watchmaking: a hand-engraved balance bridge, 
three-quarter plate made of untreated German silver, and blued 
screws. The winding rotor has a platinum weight on its outer 
edge to provide more winding efficiency. 

The big-date display can be corrected using the large rectan- 
gular pusher at 10 o’clock. When the watch is running, the 
“ones” digit advances slowly, visible about 15 minutes before 
and 25 minutes after midnight, before it jumps ahead to its next 
position. If the “10s” digit is advancing at the same time, it will 
move in sync with the “ones” disk. This display tends to have a 
rather chaotic look for a few minutes. 

The date is located prominently on the dial, directly below 
the 12 o’clock marker. The display is framed by a gold double 
window with a center bar. The moon-phase/small seconds dis- 
play is eye-catching, not just because of the moon and stars but 
also thanks to the Arabic numerals at 20, 30 and 40 seconds. 

Lange has recently made some changes to the Saxonia’s dial. 
The gold baton-shaped markers now extend to the edge of the 
dial rather than ending with a dot as before. The minute-track 
markers are also longer, for a more modern look. O 


The Saxonia dial, 
updated in 2015, 
has longer markers 
that give it a more 
contemporary look. 


Outsize Date 


The watch’s big-date display consists of 
a “ones” disk and a “10s” cross-shaped 
disk that are spaced only 0.15 mm 
apart. The “ones” disk advances once 
per day except when the date changes 
from the 31st to the 1st. Two teeth are 
omitted so the digit remains in place for 
this period. The cross-shaped “10s” disk 
advances one step every 10 days. Only 
for the 30th and 31st of the month does 
the cross need to advance after just two 
days so that the “10s” window is blank 
at the start of the month. The cross has 
a four-toothed cam that enables it to 
skip forward at the correct time. 
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PERCENT 
MECHANICAL 


Blancpain, which traces its roots to 1735, 

has never made a quartz watch. Miniaturized 
movements, grand complications and robust 
basic calibers reflect the manufacture’s passion 
for mechanical watches. 


BY GISBERT L. BRUNNER 
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MILESTONES 


Blancpain 


1930 


Rolls 


THE FRENCH ENGINEER Léon Hatot 
began developing a rectangular wrist- 
watch with an innovative automatic 
winding mechanism in the mid-1920s. 
His creative efforts resulted in a model 
called the “Rolls,” which was later 
patented. The name has nothing to do 
with the well-known English automobile 
brand; it refers to the design of the self- 
winding mechanism, in which the move- 
ment per se serves as the oscillating 
weight by rolling relatively gently back 
and forth atop tiny ball bearings. The 
kinetic energy generated by this motion is 
conveyed through a system of levers and 
cams to the barrel. Hatot’s system for the 
Rolls belongs to the genre of so-called 
“roller winding mechanisms.” After 
completing his developmental work, 
Hatot sought a partner for serial produc- 
tion: he found it in Villeret, where the 
innovative Blancpain watch factory had 
made a name for itself as the maker of the 


1953 


self-winding Harwood for the French 
market. In a contract dated Sept. 30, 
1930, Blancpain received the license to 
exclusively fabricate the Rolls model 
until March 31, 1934. The inventor 
reserved the right to annually build a 
maximum of 300 movements in accord 
with the Geneva rules. Blancpain con- 
tractually obligated itself to make only 
lever escapements of good quality. The 
contract stipulated that Hatot would be 
paid licensing fees of 10 French francs for 
each ordinary movement and 15 francs 
for each 9-mm-by-20-mm_ baguette 
movement. The partners agreed to an 
annual guarantee of 1 million francs. But 
as a consequence of the intended quanti- 
ties and the contractually specified sums 
of money, the agreement could be only 
partially upheld. Production probably 
ended in 1933 because hammer and rotor 
winding mechanisms proved to be better 
and more robust alternatives. 


Fifty Fathoms 


FRANCE’S MINISTRY of defense commissioned naval officers 
Robert Maloubier and Claude Riffaud to establish an elite mar- 
itime unit in 1952. In addition to the usual diving equipment, 
these frogmen also needed robust wristwatches. The “Manufac- 
ture d’Horlogerie Rayville SA, successeur de Blancpain” came 
aboard via the French deep-sea diving equipment company 
Spirotechnique. Its CEO, Jean-Jacques Fiechter, an enthusiastic 
diver and an acquaintance of Jacques-Yves Cousteau, collabo- 
rated with his technicians and watchmakers to create precisely 
what the French ministry had in mind. In addition to good legi- 
bility even under poor viewing conditions, the watch has a dive- 
time ring that snaps firmly into place and is calibrated with 
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luminous 5-minute markings. A diver who wants to turn the 
bezel must first press it slightly downward with three fingers. 
This stainless-steel watch remains watertight to 50 fathoms, i.e., 
300 feet. Beginning in 1953, many sports and professional 
divers chose this functional, 42-mm-diameter timepiece. While 
filming the award-winning movie The Silent World, commander 
Jacques-Yves Cousteau, director Louis Malle and their divers 
relied on the Fifty Fathoms, which encased Caliber AS 1361. 
Impressive proof of the model’s watertightness: one of the frog- 
men lost his watch during a dive and it sank to the seafloor. 
When it was found 24 hours later, it was still ticking as though 
nothing unusual had happened. 


1956 


Ladybird 


BEGINNING IN 1952, Blancpain became the talk of the town 
thanks to its tiny hand-wound movements. Rectangular Caliber 
R 59 has a volume of less than 500 cubic mm (7 mm by 18.6 mm 
by 3.75 mm). Round Caliber R 550 is 3.85 mm tall and has a 
volume of just 425 cubic mm. Among its other duties, it was cho- 
sen to animate the Ladybird, which premiered in 1956 and was 
euphorically praised as “The Smallest of the Super Smalls” by 
the American journalist R. W. Pipe in his book, The Watchmaker, 
Jeweller and Silversmith. Pipe had good reasons for his enthusi- 
asm: this timepiece, the world’s smallest round wristwatch, has 
a simple gold case with an exterior diameter of a mere 13.2 mm. 
It embodies a technical marvel that would have been impossible 
without superlative horological skills. The approximately 200 
components that comprise its movement are meticulously crafted 
to tolerances in the range of 1/100 mm. Despite the minuscule 
barrel, a special gear train enables this watch to run for more 
than 40 hours between windings. A comparatively heavy bal- 
ance with 33 gold screws assures surprisingly accurate rate 
results. Blancpain enjoyed many years of noteworthy success 
with this item, but changing times — and changing tastes — ulti- 
mately demanded their tribute. Women now wanted larger, 
sportier wristwatches. To make matters worse, Blancpain’s 
owner — the SSIH (Société suisse pour l’industrie horlogére SA) 
with its most important brands Omega and Tissot — took little 
interest in the costly miniature caliber. 


1983 


Moon-phase Display 


THE MOST MOMENTOUS turning | tion. For the relaunch, Biver conducted 


point in Blancpain’s history occurred in 
1983. The brand had slumbered for 
many years in SSIH’s archives, where 
Omega’s director Jean-Claude Biver dis- 
covered its few remaining remnants. He 
and the movement manufacturer Jacques 
Piguet, who owned and headed Frédéric 
Piguet at the time, purchased Blancpain’s 
venerable name for a few thousand Swiss 
francs. The visionary duo began breath- 
ing new life into Blancpain on Jan. 9, 
1983. Due to the timeout, there had never 
been quartz watches bearing Blancpain’s 
insignia and the new owners were deter- 
mined to continue this quartz-free tradi- 


an in-depth analysis to find out what was 
most trendy among quartz-averse watch 
aficionados. He soon found the answer: 
the moon-phase display, with which he 
equipped the first model in 1983. But it 
wasn’t enough: Biver and Piguet wanted 
a superlative, which they soon found in 
the guise of self-winding Piguet Caliber 
950, which is 20.4 mm in diameter and 
just 3.25 mm tall. On its front side, 
watchmakers mounted a plate with a full 
calendar and a central date hand. The 
small and slim ensemble was given a bal- 
ance with a frequency of 3 Hz and was 
christened, “Caliber 6395.” 
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MILESTONES _ 
Blancpain 


1987 


Automatic 
Chronograph 


THE PRACTICE of selling mechanical movements with small 
dimensions under the Blancpain name naturally included 
chronographs. Technicians at the Frédéric Piguet movement 
factory were commissioned in 1986 to develop a petite auto- 
matic chronograph with column-wheel control. The new 
movement would also need to be combinable with other com- 
plications. Caliber 1185, which debuted in 1987, has a diame- 
ter of 25.6 mm and a height of just 5.5 mm. Despite the new- 
comer’s small size, an intelligently designed chronograph 
mechanism supports all of the usual stop-time functions, 
including counters for up to 30 elapsed minutes and 12 elapsed 
hours. A vertical coupling replaced the horizontal coupling. 
Constant coupling between the gear train and the chronograph 
mechanism brings the added advantages of lower energy con- 
sumption, a shudder-free start for the chronograph’s elapsed- 
seconds hand, and the elimination of conventional braking and 
blocking levers. The engineers also pursued totally new paths 
for the elapsed-time counters and the zero-return mechanism: 
they mounted the mechanism that tallies the elapsed hours on 
the bridge side of the movement, so a single shift finger suffices 


Munute for both counters. Thanks to the linear arrangement of the 


counters for elapsed seconds, minutes and hours, a single heart 
R e e a iy e T cam returns all three to their starting positions. This movement 
p remained an exclusive item from Blancpain until 1994. It was 
followed in 1996 by Caliber F185, which is based on Caliber 
BLANCPAIN UNVEILED a sensational premiere at the Basel 1185 and includes a flyback mechanism. 
watch fair in 1986. For the first time in decades, the watch 
world welcomed a new mechanical movement with minute 
repeater. Hand-wound Caliber 33 ranked among the smallest of 
its kind thanks to its diameter of 23.56 mm and its height of 
only 3.3 mm. The path from basic sketches to the start of the 
first small series required some 10,000 man-hours and an 
investment of more than 1 million Swiss francs. The mainplate 
was rightly regarded as a genuine masterpiece: its 433 square 
mm provides space for 94 drilled holes and 47 levels. This deli- 
cate component is just 1/20-mm thick at its thinnest spot. 
Despite computer-aided manufacturing methods, about six 
months was needed to fabricate 100 pieces. The light weight 
reflects the fineness of all components: the 12 bridges and cocks 
weigh a total of 1.377 grams, and the total weight of all 
remaining components is no more than about two grams. The 
success was overwhelming: Blancpain received approximately 
150 orders for this new gold watch at the 1986 fair. The fol- 
lowing year not only brought a women’s version but also a self- 
winding version with ultra-slim Caliber 35. 


1986 
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STRICTLY SPEAKING, “grand compli- 
cation” means that a watch has at least a 
split-seconds chronograph, a perpetual 
calendar and a minute repeater. At the 
end of the 1980s, Blancpain set its sights 
on devising a watch that would define the 
limits of craftsmanly feasibility. The mas- 
ter watchmaker Dominique Loiseau was 
commissioned to create it. Beginning 
with Caliber 33, Loiseau gradually 
worked toward completing a timepiece 
that first raised connoisseurs’ eyebrows 
in the late autumn of 1990. Named 
“1735,” the elaborate platinum wrist- 
watch is equipped with a self-winding 
mechanism, a split-seconds chronograph 
that can tally up to 30 elapsed minutes, a 
perpetual calendar that also indicates the 
leap years and the moon’s phases, a tour- 
billon with a titanium cage and a minute 
repeater. This complex movement con- 
tains 740 components, including an 
engraved gold plate and a manually 
skeletonized ball-borne platinum rotor. 


1993 


Minute 
Repeater 


With Erotic 


Automatons 


EVERY EPOCH HAS its eccentricities, and the late 18th century was no 
exception. Some gents in those bygone years cultivated a taste for a titil- 
lating technical tidbit: the erotic automaton. Naturally, the prevailing 
notions of virtue and vice soon led to public censure of what prudes con- 
demned as an outrageous monstrosity. Geneva’s ecclesiastical court and 
the association of Neuenburg’s ministers publicly battled against “these 
all-too-wicked watches.” In 1817, they even achieved a trade ban and 
arranged to have confiscated watches destroyed. Afterwards, resourceful 
watchmakers concealed the automatons and their lusty figurines on the 
backs of the cases so these irreverently cheery timepieces, which were fre- 
quently also equipped with repeater movements, seemed perfectly harm- 
less when viewed from the front. But even this and similar ruses couldn’t 
assure the survival of erotic automatons. Blancpain revived the tradition 
in 1993 with the debut of a prototype of an exclusive wristwatch with 
erotic automatons. This timepiece is in harmony with Blancpain’s philos- 
ophy, which states that noteworthy highlights from the world of pocket- 
watches should someday also be integrated into wristwatches. In this 
particular instance, well-heeled individuals could acquire one-of-a-kind 
wristwatches with amorous engraved or enameled scenes. The figurines 
on the back of the case resume their erotic antics whenever the owner 
pushes a little slide on the case’s side upward and triggers slim Caliber 
332 to chime the time to the nearest minute. 


MILESTONES _ 
Blancpain 


2003 


Léman with 
Second Time 
Zone and Alarm 


EARLY IN THE 215" century, the technicians and watchmakers 
at Frédéric Piguet turned their attention to complications that 
had never before belonged to Blancpain’s repertoire in quite 
this way. Their horological creativity focused primarily on 
meeting the needs of frequent travelers. The goal was to devise 
a user-friendly method to display the times in various time 
zones around the globe. To achieve this objective, automatic 
Caliber 1241 is equipped with — in addition to its ordinary 
hour hand and minutes hand — a 24-hour subdial at 9 o’clock, 
where the time in a second time zone is shown. For jetlag suf- 
ferers, the product developers integrated an alarm function at 3 
o’clock: its mechanism strikes a gong for approximately 20 sec- 
onds so the wearer won’t oversleep or forget an upcoming 
appointment. Equipped with two barrels, Caliber 1241 contin- 
ues to run for approximately 40 hours after it has been fully 
wound. For greater security, the 404-part movement includes a 
power-reserve display and an indicator to show whether the 
alarm is set to ring or to remain mute. Breguet also used this 
movement but called it Caliber 519F. 


THIS HIGHLY COMPLEX watch, which debuted in 
1999, embodies a synthesis of four different Blanc- 
pain movements: automatic chronograph Caliber 
1185 from 1987, the world’s first automatic split-sec- 
onds chronograph movement from 1989, a tourbillon 
wristwatch movement with eight-day power reserve 
from 1990 and flyback Caliber F185 from 1996. With 
Caliber 2389 in the CRAFT (Chronographe Rattra- 
pante Automatique Flyback Tourbillon), Blancpain 
reaffirmed its competence in the specialized disci- 
plines of chronographs and tourbillons. To honor 
these venerable horological complications, Blancpain 
chose a platinum case as a suitable home for its new 
movement, which measures 27.6 mm in diameter and 
8.95 mm in height. The edition was limited to 99 
pieces. 
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2004 


Equation 
Marchante 


THE EARTH FOLLOWS an elliptical orbit in its yearly journey 
around the sun. And our planet’s axis is not perpendicular to 
the plane of its orbit. These two facts cause the length of the 
true solar day to vary by as much as 30 seconds over the course 
of the year. This cyclical fluctuation prompted timekeepers to 
institute mean solar time, which is characterized by equally 
long days of exactly 24 hours (or 86,400 seconds) each. Watches 
with an equation-of-time indicator track the difference 
between true and mean noon, which can accumulate to as 
much as a quarter hour due to the continual changes in the 
length of the true solar day. Equation-of-time displays were 
first developed in the 17th century. The Equation Marchante, 
which debuted in 2004, encases automatic Caliber 3863 and 
embodies an unusual special feature: Blancpain’s watchmakers 
combined two different forms of display in a comparatively 
small movement. The indispensable kidney-shaped cam to cal- 
culate the equation of time is visible in a circular window cut 
into the dial at 6, where this little disk annually completes one 
rotation around its own axis. A cleverly designed mechanism 
scans the cam’s circumference and conveys the current daily 
deviation from mean solar time to a little hand at 1:30. The 
Equation Marchante also offers a continually running minutes 
hand: colored gold to assure instant recognition, it exactly 
indicates the true solar time. The coordination is accomplished 
by a perpetual calendar with a leap-year display at 12. A retro- 
grade hand at 10:30 shows the moon’s phase. 
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Carrousel 
Volant Une 
Munute 


BLANCPAIN LAUNCHED its first tourbillon with a 
flying (cantilevered) rotating cage in 1988. It was fol- 
lowed 20 years later by the Carrousel Volant Une 
Minute (Flying One-minute Carrousel). Carrousels per 
se weren’t fundamentally new: at the end of the 19th 
century, the Danish watchmaker Bahne Bonniksen 
turned his inventive mind to the task of developing a less 
costly alternative to the classical tourbillon. He devised 
a mechanism that required one hour for each rotation 
and he chose “carrousel” as an appropriate name for his 
brainchild. The rotating cage of a carrousel is coupled 
with the barrel via two gears: one gear powers the 
escape wheel; the other controls the speed of rotation. 
Blancpain modified Bonniksen’s invention and was 
granted a patent for its ingenuity: like a tourbillon, the 
cantilevered rotating cage with its centrally positioned 
balance requires only 1 minute rather than a full hour to 
complete each rotation. Self-winding Caliber 225 has 
262 components and amasses a 100-hour power 


reserve. It keeps time inside a 43.5-mm-diameter 
platinum case. The skeletonized dial offers 
appealing views of the gear train, bridges and 
plates. A window at 12 reveals the pirouettes of 
the flying carrousel. This platinum wristwatch 
also includes indicators for the date and the 


remaining power reserve. 
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Blancpain 
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2012 
Traditional 


Chinese 
Calendar 


CALIBER 3638, which debuted at Baselworld in 2012, 
marked yet another world premiere: a traditional Chinese 
calendar. The display of the Calendrier Chinois Tradition- 
nel is based on principles that have been rooted in Chinese 
tradition for thousands of years. These include the double 
hour, the day, the lunar month (with indication of inserted 
months), the Chinese zodiac signs and the 10 Heavenly 
Stems. The combination of the Heavenly Stems and the 
zodiac signs, which correspond to the Earthly Branches, 
follows the central 60-year cycle of Chinese culture. Of 
course, these timepieces also depict the moon’s phases, 
which are of essential significance because of the close rela- 
tionship between the lunar cycle and the traditional Chi- 
nese months. The Chinese lunisolar calendar is derived 
from the moon’s cycle with its duration of 29.53059 days. 
One year of 12 lunar months lasts exactly 354.36707 days 
and is approximately 11 days shorter than a solar year of 
365.242374 days. To remain in harmony with the natural 
seasons, it is necessary to occasionally insert intercalary 
months, which explains the varying date of the Chinese 
New Year. In addition to specific Chinese idiosyncrasies, 
the dial has three hands to show the hour, minutes and date 
according to the Gregorian calendar with its unequally long 
months. Automatic Caliber 3638 combines 434 compo- 
nents and has a long-lasting power reserve of a full seven 
days. 
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2013 


Le Brassus 
Carrousel, 
Munute 
Repeater and 
Chronograp 


AUTOMATIC CALIBER 2358 unites the flying (cantilevered) 
one-minute carrousel from 2008, the flyback chronograph 
from 1996 and the minute repeater from 1986. The chrono- 
graph in this movement has a centrally positioned counter to 
tally the elapsed minutes. The technicians devoted much inten- 
sive work to the minute repeater and its sound: new details are 
the cathedral gongs, which wind one-and-a-half times around 
the movement to boost the volume of the sound. Furthermore, 
affixing the resonant body to the case rather than to the move- 
ment improves the chime’s ability to penetrate the case and be 
heard outside the timepiece. The specially engineered regulator 
for the speed with which the strike train runs down operates 
almost silently. Manually turning the hands backward while 
the repeater is chiming the time could damage the cadrature, so 
Caliber 2358 is equipped with an automatic decoupling mech- 
anism: operating the trigger slide on the left side of the case 
thwarts every attempt to reset the time. O 


Stay informed and entertained wherever 
you are - enjoy WatchTime on your 
own mobile device! 
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Scan codes for WatchTime Digital Editions: 


THE WORLD OF FINE WATCHES 


All D essed Up 


Whether you’re dressing for a dinner, a festive party 
or a ball, an elegant look includes a fine pair of shoes, 
an impeccable shirt and a perfectly tailored suit. And, 

of course, a matching watch must not be left out. 


BY JENS KOCH 
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JAEGER-LECOULTRE 
REVERSO CLASSIC 


The pivoting Reverso was developed in 1931 to 
protect the fragile glass crystals on the watches of 
polo-playing British officers in India. This Art 
Deco-style watch has been a design icon for 
decades. The back of its case offers ample room 
for personalized engravings. 

Steel, 27.4 mm by 45.6 mm, automatic, 
manufacture Caliber 965, $8,850 


FREDERIQUE CONSTANT 
SLIMLINE MOONPHASE 
MANUFACTURE 


Frédérique Constant has developed no fewer than 20 of its own 
calibers despite its low prices. One of them ticks inside this slim 
newcomer, which sports a sunray pattern on its ivory-colored 
dial. The moon’s phase can be adjusted via the crown, so there’s 
no need for an unattractive corrector button. 

Steel, 42 mm, automatic, manufacture Caliber FC-705, 

$3,695 


PORTFOLIO 
Dress Watches 


MONTBLANC 
HERITAGE SPIRIT 
DATE AUTOMATIC 


The Montblanc brand stands for elegance. And 
this watch is no exception with a rose-gold case 
with a narrow bezel and a guilloché-embellished 
dial that has a Roman numeral XII and classical 
dauphine hands. 

Rose gold, 39 mm, automatic, Caliber MB 
24.09 based on Sellita 300, $6,900 


M7) 


ST 


BVLGAR 


BULGARI 
OCTO SOLOTEMPO 


The multifaceted Octo skillfully combines rose 
gold and black to offer a modern take on 
elegance. The handsome manufacture movement 
has two barrels and a 50-hour power reserve. 
DLC-coated steel and rose gold, 41 mm, 
automatic, Caliber BVL 193, $10,600 


HERMES 
SLIM D’HERMES 
EMAIL GRAND FEU 


This French fashion brand has developed its own 
distinct style. Likewise, this new Hermés watch 
weds character and elegance. It has a deep white 
dial made of grand feu enamel, which is difficult 
to fabricate. The brand’s own microrotor caliber 
inside is decorated with the Hermés logo across 
its entire surface. 

Rose gold, 39.5 mm, automatic, Caliber H1950 
from Vaucher, $23,300 
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GIRARD-PERREGAUX 
1987 


Girard-Perregaux revives its Gyromatic 
model from the 1960s with the 1957. 
The Plexiglas watch crystals of that 
bygone era are recalled by the watch’s 
highly curved sapphire crystal, while the 
champagne-colored dial guarantees 
elegance. 

Steel, 40 mm, automatic, manufacture 
Caliber GP03300, $10,300 
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PATEK PHILIPPE 
WORLD TIME WATCH 


Patek Philippe stands for classical elegance, 
perhaps more so than any other brand. In 
2016, the Geneva-based company revised its 
popular World Time watch. The modifications 
affect the case’s shape, dial and hands. The 
time-zone divisions have been updated, too. 
White gold, 38.5 mm, automatic, » ; 
manufacture Caliber 240 HU, $47,630 
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CARTIER 
DRIVE DE CARTIER 


ta Soe This venerable French jewelry and watch 
Py Oh ¥ maison, famed for its elegant and timeless 
res. designs, presents a totally new watch model 


with a pillow-shaped case. Roman numerals 
and a cabochon atop the crown are two of 
Cartier’s distinguishing features. 

Steel, 41 mm x 40 mm, automatic, 
manufacture Caliber 1904-PS MC, $6,250 


JUNGHANS 
MEISTER DRIVER 
HAND-WOUND 


The inspiration for this new watch was pro- 
vided by the luxurious charm of automobiles 
from the 1930s, especially a 1932 Maybach 
from the collection of the Steim family, own- 
ers of the Junghans brand. The dial’s design 
recalls the styling of the speedometer of that 
classic motorcar. 

Steel, 37.7 mm, hand-wound, Caliber 
J815.1 based on ETA 7001, $1,290 
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A. LANGE & SOHNE 
SAXONIA THIN 


The new Saxonia is very slim and elegant 
with a height of just 5.9 mm. The silver 
dial with golden indexes looks even 
cleaner because it eliminates both a sub- 
dial for the seconds and a date display. 
Rose gold, 40 mm, hand-wound, 
manufacture Caliber L093.1, $24,500 


GLASHUTTE ORIGINAL 
SENATOR EXCELLENCE 


A railway minutes track and blue poire hands add 
elegance to the classical dial of this appealing 
debutante. The Senator Excellence is the first 
model to encase the totally newly developed 
automatic Caliber 36, which amasses a 100-hour 
power reserve. 

Rose gold, 40 mm, automatic, manufacture 
Caliber 36, $17,700 


LONGINES 
HERITAGE 1969 


With this watch, Longines resurrects a 
model from the 1960s. The original ver- 
sion is recalled by the watch’s pillow- 
shaped case, brushed silver-colored dial, 
and date window between 4 and 5 
o’clock. 

Steel, 36 mm x 36 mm, automatic, ETA 
A31.L01, $2,050 
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4, 
» 


the indexes have been eliminated from the 
x gradient and sunburst pattern. The power 
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Celebrating their 20th 
wedding anniversary on 
a cruise in Glacier Bay, 
Alaska, J.T. Egli wears a 
TAG Heuer Link Calibre 
7 GMT and Brandy Egli 
a Citizen Women’s Eco- 
Drive World Time A-T. 


On a cruise around 

Boston Harbor, Jeff 

Arle, left, wears his 

vintage 1969 

Omega Speedmaster 

Chronograph and 

Chris Martin his 

Jaeger-LeCoultre 

Reverso Gran Sport U.S. Naval Academy Midshipman Joel Schneider 

Duo. wears his Tudor Pelagos and his father Andy 
Schneider the new Tudor Pelagos LHD at a U.S. 
Navy football game in November. 


Samir Bhur wears his Bell & Ross BR 03-94 
during his vacation in Seville, Spain. 


At a family gathering 
in Hocking Hills, 
Ohio, Wesley 
Tucker wears a 
Hamilton Ventura 
Automatic and his 
father John Tucker 
an Oris Big Crown 
Pilot. 


’ as 


two-tone Rolex Lady-Datejust. 


Celebrating the birth of his first grandchild in Denver, 
Colo., Jimmy Haskett wears his two-tone Rolex Submariner, 
while his grandson Alex Haskett tries on his grandmother’s 


Gary Safer wears his Victorinox Dive Master 
500 Limited Edition on a recent cruise 
through College Fjords, Alaska. 


Facetime 
Galleries 


To submit a photo, please 
send your image to 
photo@watchtime.com with 
a short description identify- 
ing each person in the photo 
and the watch each one is 
wearing. Please give the first 
and last name of the wearer 
and the brand and model of 
the watch. If the photo was 
taken at an event, please 
specify when and where it 
was held. Only clear images 
in which the faces of both 
watch and wearer are visible 
will be considered for publi- 
cation. Images must be in 
JPEG format, no smaller than 
1 MB. Only the best-quality 
and most interesting photos 
will be considered. 


At the White Coat Ceremony for 
new medical students at St. 
George’s University in Grenada, 
left to right, Karen Guarino, 
Joshua Guarino, medical student 
Patrick Guarino, who is wearing 
an Oris Small Seconds Prodiver, 
and John Guarino, wearing an 
Omega Seamaster Diver 300M 
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November. 


details, see page 28.) 


Somewhat obscured in the flurry of | 
detail about what’s happening at Richemont | 
is why it’s happening: Chairman Johann | 
Rupert is convinced that e-commerce for | 
luxury watches is nigh and luxury com- | 
Therefore, 
Richemont needs new, younger manage- | 
ment, clever and nimble enough to imple- | 
ment new business models required for 
of what he says is “massive change” | E 
luxury business. | 
Richemont executives believe the current | 
slowdown in the watch business is part of 
what they call “the new normal” - a period | 
of slower growth, which requires major | 
changes at what is, first and foremost, a | 
Richemont’s : 
“maisons” sell a range of luxury goods, | 
watches are its most important product, | 
accounting for 46 percent of group sales : 


panies must embrace it. 


luxury companies going forward. It is part 


underway in the 


watch group. (While 


last year. Jewelry is next, at 35 percent.) 


Besides slower growth, the new nor- 
reliance on | 
Richemont’s shrinking wholesale dealer | 
network, a slowdown of its boutique- _ 
building binge, an embrace of online sales, : 
and more diversity on a board of directors : 
male | 


mal means even less 


long dominated by white, 
Europeans. 
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t’s rare to see a major news dump in the | 
watch industry. But the Richemont : 
Group delivered a doozy in early ; 
It announced woeful six- | 
month sales and profits due to poor watch | 
sales; watch production cuts; boutique 
closings; the buyback of 218 million | 
euros’ worth of watches, primarily from | 
Hong Kong; a new round of corporate | 
cost-cutting; the retirement of its CEO and | 
CFO; a corporate restructuring; the eleva- 
tion of IWC’s Georges Kern and Mont- | 
blane’s Jér6me Lambert to new group- : 
level leadership positions, and more. (For | 


Rupert discussed the changes in a | 
Q&A session with financial analysts on | 
Noy. 4. “I am talking about fine-tuning | 
and slimming down, but I am talking | majority shareholder in NAP. In 2015, he 
about a massive change in the way busi- _ 
ness is being done by going digital, a mas- _ YOOX, the Italian fashion e-tailer, which 
| Operates e-commerce sites for 40-plus 

About the downturn, he said, “Hope- | 
fully, this is not secular [i.e., long-term], Richemont owns half of YOOX Net- 
but we’re preparing for it to be a secular | 
change, in which case, we’ve got to | 
address everything. And that’s why Iam | 
saying not just factories. We’ve got to | 
address the way we do business. The sales 
- will come back, but how will they come | 
back? Will they come back in the same | 
way, where people walk to retail stores? I 


doubt it. I think everything is changing, | 


sive change in e-commerce,” he said. 


and we want to be ahead of that curve.” 


: Net-a-Porter, 
: Schaffhausen was selling its watches on 
: the site for the first time: Portofino and 
' Portugieser pieces costing as much as 
JOHANN RUPERT: 


LAS IU CCsCi 


BY JOE THOMPSON 


Richemont’s Rupert: 
‘Everything is Changing’ 


2002, Richemont took a 20-percent share 
of then two-year-old internet retailer Net- 
a-Porter. In 2010, Richemont became the 


orchestrated a merger of NAP with 


fashion and luxury brands. As a result, 


a-Porter, the largest fashion and luxury 
e-commerce retailer in the world. 

Rupert has done his e-commerce 
homework. “If you look at the new busi- 
ness models that are [becoming] available, 
the YOOX NAP model, and then start 
applying it to your business model, then 
you realize you’re going to have to live in 
the future and be very, very fast, nimble 


_ and flexible. So we’re not looking at the 

In fact, compared to other watch | 
industry executives, Rupert has been way | 
ahead of the curve on e-commerce. In | 
Richemont had just hired an executive 
_ from Google. 


old traditional ways .... That’s why we’re 
appointing new people [from] e-commerce 
to be ahead of that curve.” He noted that 


The shift to a new business model 


: explains the reversal in Richemont’s 
_ recent mania for opening its own brand 
: boutiques: “If you suddenly have more 
: e-commerce, then you don’t need your 
: own internal boutiques,” Rupert. said. 
: “So, it’s adapting a business model that is 
flexible and fast enough to meet the 
: changing demands of consumers.” 


Rupert admitted that he and his team 


' are grappling with difficult questions in a 
: difficult environment. “We don’t have all 
| the answers because things are moving 
: very fast,” he said. 


ll say. Two weeks after the Q&A, 
Federico Marchetti, CEO of YOOX 
announced that IWC 


$121,000. O 


CARBON “ida Beef ‘LES T, MORE STRENGTH. 


CONFIRMING AGAIN THATFO “O SITES AT] RACT.. 
= 
Equal parts dangérous and inspiring, the-link between FOWRBS enagnetsm is the core of the 
Engineer II Volcano. Constructed of a patented, never-before-seencarbon and mumetal composite, 
the lightweight and scratchproof case provides enhanced anti-magnetic protection to 80,000 A/m. 
Its design emulates cooled and hot lava and features legendary micro gas lights. For millennia, 


volcanoes shaped our world. Now, a new one has risen to help us explore it. 
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Since 189] 


Accuracy under adverse conditions 
www.ballwatch.com 


Old Northeast Jewelers St. Pete & Tampa, FL | Exquisite Timepieces Naples, FL | Bright Watches Delray Beach, FL | Orlando Watch Co. Winter Park, FL 
Abt Time Boutique Glenview, IL | New York Jewelers Chicago, !L | Bassano Jewelry New York, NY | Madison Jewelers New York, NY 
Danson Jewelers Hasbrouck Heights, NJ | Orologio Short Hills, NJ | Bellman Jewelers Manchester, NH | Benari Jewelers Exton & Newtown Square, PA 
Chalmers Jewelers Middleton, W! | Continental Diamond Minneapolis, MN | Right Time International Watch Center Denver & Highlands Ranch, CO 
Leo Hamel Fine Jewelers San Diego, CA | Feldmar Watch Co. Los Angeles, CA | K & Co. Family Jewelers Brentwood, CA | E.D. Marshall Scottsdale, AZ 


Breguet, the innovator. 


Type XX! 3817 flyback chronograph 


Equipped with the famous flyback function characteristic of Type XX chrono- 
graphs produced by Breguet since 1954, the Type XX! 3817 chronograph 
features all of the technical and aesthetic characteristics of an authentic 
pilot's watch. The sapphire crystal case-back reveals the exquisite details 
of the mechanical movement, including its silicon components and gold 
oscillating weight. History is still being written... 


BREGUET BOUTIQUES - NEW YORK 646 692-6469 — BEVERLY HILLS 310 860-9911 
BAL HARBOUR 305 866-1061 —- LAS VEGAS 702 733-7435 — TOLL FREE 877-403-8163 —- WWW.BREGUET.COM 


